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One of the most troubling but least studied features of mass political violence is why violence often recurs in
the same place over long periods of time.  Douglas Kammen explores this pattern in Three Centuries of
Conflict in East Timor, studying that region’s tragic past, focusing on the small district of Maubara. 
 
Once a small but powerful kingdom embedded in long-distance networks of trade, over the course of three
centuries the people of Maubara experienced benevolent but precarious Dutch suzerainty, Portuguese
colonialism punctuated by multiple uprisings and destructive campaigns of pacification, Japanese military
rule, and years of brutal Indonesian occupation. In 1999 Maubara was the site of particularly severe violence
before and after the UN-sponsored referendum that finally led to the restoration of East Timor’s
independence. Beginning with the mystery of paired murders during East Timor’s failed decolonization in
1975 and the final flurry of state-sponsored violence in 1999, Kammen combines an archival trail and rich
oral interviews to reconstruct the history of the leading families of Maubara from 1712 until 2012. 
 
Kammen illuminates how recurrent episodes of mass violence shaped alliances and enmities within Maubara
as well as with supra-local actors, and how those legacies have influenced efforts to address human rights
violations, post-conflict reconstruction, and the relationship between local experience and the identification
with the East Timorese nation. The questions posed in Three Centuries of Conflict in East Timor about
recurring violence and local narratives apply to many other places besides East Timor—from the Caucasus to
central Africa, and from the Balkans to China—where mass violence keeps recurring.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Pauls:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that reserve has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Three Centuries of Conflict in East Timor (Genocide, Political
Violence, Human Rights).

Malcolm Lee:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the reserve untitled Three Centuries of Conflict in East Timor (Genocide,
Political Violence, Human Rights) can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

David Henry:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Three Centuries of Conflict in
East Timor (Genocide, Political Violence, Human Rights) which is finding the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's observe.

Bernie Watts:

This Three Centuries of Conflict in East Timor (Genocide, Political Violence, Human Rights) is new way for
you who has intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger of information.
Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of
digest in reading this Three Centuries of Conflict in East Timor (Genocide, Political Violence, Human
Rights) can be the light food for you because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by
means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the
e-book type. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the
answer. So you cannot find any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book style for your better life and



knowledge.
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