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In 1995 Nicholas Basbanes introduced a resonant phrase to describe the obsessive passion people have had
over the past twenty-five hundred years to possess books, a condition more commonly known as
bibliomania, one he christened in his book A Gentle Madness. Reviewing the work in the Washington Post,
Pulitzer Prize-winning critic Michael Dirda judged it to be agallery of wonderful characters, "each more
appealing than the last.”

Now, in Patience & Fortitude, Basbanes continues his discursive adventures among the gently mad,
expanding his focus to probe the more comprehensive concept of book culture. Visiting many key "book
places" around the world, he talks with a striking variety of kindred spirits, each one aliving testament to the
unending relevance of these essential artifactsin our lives.

Drawing itstitle from the unofficial names of the marble lions that guard the New Y ork Public Library on
Fifth Avenuein Manhattan, Patience & Fortitude explores the changing form of the book over the centuries
and describes the nature of the institutions that have evolved to contain them, including academic, public,
private, and national repositories.

Using the same narrative technique that made A Gentle Madness a national bestseller, Basbanes employs a
lively balance of scholarly research with investigative journalism to document many pertinent book stories
that have not been told before, and offers unprecedented depth to others that have barely scratched the
surface. Picking up seamlessly where its predecessor |eft off, Patience & Fortitude profiles the experiences
and thoughts of all kinds of dedicated "book people,”" be they librarians, readers, writers, bookmakers,
booksellers, preservationists, or collectors.
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From reader reviews:
Vincent Baker:

This book untitled Patience & Fortitude: A Roving Chronicle of Book People, Book Places, and Book
Culture to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that is because when you read this reserve you
can get alot of benefit ontoit. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it
through online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since
you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from
your list.

Lynda Wright:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get alot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they
write about the ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in thisworld awaystry to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is
this Patience & Fortitude: A Roving Chronicle of Book People, Book Places, and Book Culture.

Beverly Dyar:

The e-book with title Patience & Fortitude: A Roving Chronicle of Book People, Book Places, and Book
Culture posesses alot of information that you can understand it. Y ou can get alot of profit after read this
book. That book exist new information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of
the world right now. That isimportant to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will
bring you with new era of the syndication. Y ou can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read
the idea anywhere you want.

Lily Terry:

A lot of people aways spent al their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity thisislook different you can read
some sort of book. It isrealy fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a book. The book Patience & Fortitude: A Roving Chronicle of Book People, Book
Places, and Book Cultureit israther good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. We
were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can
buy the e-book. Y ou can mOore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The priceis not very costly
but this book possesses high quality.
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