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A bestselling chronicler of the sea turns to a trio of his own ancestors to see what memory and the selective
plundering of history has made of the truth in Northern Ireland.

The name “Lundy” is synonymous with traitor in Ulster. Derek Lundy’s first ancestral subject was the
Protestant governor of Derry in 1688, just before it came under siege by the Catholic Irish army of James II.
For reasons that remain ambiguous, Robert ordered the gates of the city opened in surrender. Protestant hard-
liners staged a coup de ville and drove him away in disgrace, a traitor to the cause. But Robert is more
memorable for his peace-seeking moderation than for the treachery the standard history attributes to him.
William Steel Dickson’s legacy is a little different: a Presbyterian minister born in the late 18th century, he
preached with famous eloquence in favour of using whatever means necessary to resist the tyranny of the
English, including joining forces with the Catholics in armed rebellion. Finally, there is “Billy” Lundy, born
in 1890, the antithesis of the ecumenical William, and the embodiment of what the Ulster Protestants had
become by the beginning of World War I – a tribe united in their hostility to Catholics and to the project of
an independent Ireland.

The lives of Robert Lundy, William Steel Dickson and Billy Lundy encapsulate many themes in the Ulster
past. In telling their stories, Derek Lundy lays bare the harsh and murderous mythologies of Northern Ireland
and gives us a revision of its history that seems particularly relevant in today’s world.

Excerpt from The Bloody Red Hand:

The other thing I remember is the look the young man gave me, after he had taken the cash, put his pistol
away and was standing with his hands in his jacket pockets. It wasn’t the expression of someone who was
thinking of shooting me too; I never had that feeling. But the way he looked at me was so familiar – wary and
calculating. Many people in Belfast had stared in the same way since I’d arrived for a visit. For a long time,
I couldn’t understand what it meant. Eventually, I knew. They were trying to decide “what foot I kicked
with” – what religion I was. There were supposed ways to tell, subtle indicators. Was I someone they should
fear? Or was I one of them? That was what the armed robber was doing, too. He had just shot a man who
knew him by his first name. But he was looking at me, the stranger, and trying to figure out whether I was a
Prod or a Taig.
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From reader reviews:

Lourdes Williams:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great and important the book The Bloody Red Hand: A Journey Through
Truth, Myth and Terror in Northern Ireland. All type of book would you see on many options. You can look
for the internet resources or other social media.

Daria Gertz:

This The Bloody Red Hand: A Journey Through Truth, Myth and Terror in Northern Ireland book is
absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading
this book is information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read
a lot of information you will get. That The Bloody Red Hand: A Journey Through Truth, Myth and Terror in
Northern Ireland without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't be worry The Bloody Red Hand: A Journey Through Truth, Myth and Terror in Northern
Ireland can bring once you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can
have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Bloody Red Hand: A Journey Through Truth, Myth
and Terror in Northern Ireland having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Travis Hargrove:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read
is actually The Bloody Red Hand: A Journey Through Truth, Myth and Terror in Northern Ireland.

Mary Adamczyk:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or real
their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this The Bloody Red Hand: A Journey Through Truth, Myth and Terror in Northern



Ireland can make you sense more interested to read.
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