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The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (USNRC) and its predecessor, the U.S. Atomic Energy
Commission (AEC), have attempted since the 1970s to give greater uniformity to the policy and regulatory
framework that addresses the disposition of slightly radioactive solid material. The issue remains unresolved
and controversial. The USNRC has tried to issue policy statements and standards for the release of slightly
radioactive solid material from regulatory control, while such material has been released and continues to be
released under existing practices. In 1980 the USNRC proposed regulatory changes to deregulate
contaminated metal alloys but withdrew them in 1986 and began work with the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) to develop more broadly applicable federal guidance. In 1990 the USNRC issued a more
sweeping policy, as directed by the Low Level Radioactive Waste Policy Amendments Act of 1985
(LLWPAA), declaring materials with low concentrations of radioactivity contamination "below regulatory
concern" (BRC) and hence deregulated. Congress intervened to set aside the BRC policy in the Energy
Policy Act of 1992, after the USNRC's own suspension of the policy. Subsequent attempts by USNRC staff
to build consensus among stakeholder groups as a basis for future policy articulations were met by boycotts
of stakeholder meetings, both in the immediate aftermath of the BRC policy and again in 1999 during public
hearings on a new examination of the disposition of such materials. The only USNRC standard addressing
the disposition of slightly radioactive solid material is a guidance document published in June 1974 by the
AEC, whose regulatory authority over civilian nuclear facilities the USNRC assumed upon its creation a few
months later in January 1975.

In August 2000, with another examination of this issue under way, the USNRC requested that the National
Research Council form a committee to provide advice in a written report. The National Research Council
established the Committee on Alternatives for Controlling the Release of Solid Materials from Nuclear
Regulatory Commission-Licensed Facilities to address this task. The committee's task involved evaluating
and providing recommendations on the history of the technical bases and policies and precedents for
managing slightly radioactive solid material from USNRC-licensed facilities; the sufficiency of technical
bases needed to establish standards for release of solid materials from regulatory control ("clearance
standards") and the adequacy of measurement technologies; the concerns of stakeholders and how the
USNRC should incorporate them; and the efforts of international organizations on clearance standards. The
committee was also asked to examine the current system for release of slightly radioactive solid material
from regulatory control, to recommend whether the USNRC should continue to use this system and to
recommend changes if appropriate. The committee's fact-finding process included two site visits to waste
brokering facilities and nearly 40 invited presentations from the USNRC, the U.S. Department of Energy
(DOE), and EPA staff; stakeholder organizations; nuclear industry organizations; and other interested
parties.



In conducting its study, the committee first examined the current system of standards, guidance, and
practices used by the USNRC and agreement states to determine whether to release slightly radioactive solid
material from further regulatory control under the Atomic Energy Act. The committee found that the current,
workable system allows licensees to release material according to pre-established criteria but contains
inconsistencies such that nuclear reactor licensees can release materials only if there is no detectable
radioactivity (above background levels), whereas materials licensees can do so if small detectable levels are
found. The committee evaluated technical analyses of the estimated doses of the final disposition of slightly
radioactive solid materials. These analyses were conducted by federal agencies and international
organizations, including the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the European Commission, and
other groups. The Disposition Dilemma:Controlling the Release of Solid Materials from Nuclear Regulatory
Commission-Licensed Facilities explains the committee's findings and recommendations.
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From reader reviews:

Maurice Lamothe:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Disposition Dilemma::
Controlling the Release of Solid Materials from Nuclear Regulatory Commission-Licensed Facilities
(Compass series) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Mitchell Peed:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this The Disposition Dilemma:: Controlling the Release of Solid Materials from
Nuclear Regulatory Commission-Licensed Facilities (Compass series), you could tells your family, friends
as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Lisa Keener:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Disposition Dilemma::
Controlling the Release of Solid Materials from Nuclear Regulatory Commission-Licensed Facilities
(Compass series) guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might
be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism The Disposition
Dilemma:: Controlling the Release of Solid Materials from Nuclear Regulatory Commission-Licensed
Facilities (Compass series) as good book not simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one book
that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth
sense.



Donald Oakes:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This e-book The Disposition Dilemma:: Controlling the Release of Solid Materials from
Nuclear Regulatory Commission-Licensed Facilities (Compass series) was filled regarding science. Spend
your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has various feel
when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-
book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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