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The human head has had important political, ritual and symbolic meanings throughout Andean history.
Scholars have spoken of captured and trophy heads, curated crania, symbolic flying heads, head imagery on
pots and on stone, head-shaped vessels, and linguistic references to the head. In this synthesizing work,
cultural anthropologist Denise Arnold and archaeologist Christine Hastorf examine the cult of heads in the
Andes—past and present—to develop a theory of its place in indigenous cultural practice and its relationship
to political systems. Using ethnographic and archaeological fieldwork, highland-lowland comparisons,
archival documents, oral histories, and ritual texts, the authors draw from Marx, Mauss, Foucault,
Assadourian, Viveiros del Castro and other theorists to show how heads shape and symbolize power,
violence, fertility, identity, and economy in South American cultures.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Perkins:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book HEADS OF STATE: ICONS, POWER,
AND POLITICS IN THE ANCIENT AND MODERN ANDES. You can choose the best book if you like
reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book HEADS OF STATE: ICONS,
POWER, AND POLITICS IN THE ANCIENT AND MODERN ANDES. You can add information and of
course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Michael Parker:

The reserve with title HEADS OF STATE: ICONS, POWER, AND POLITICS IN THE ANCIENT AND
MODERN ANDES includes a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after
read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the information that exist in this publication
represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of
the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book
on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Mildred Kelly:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find e-book that need more time to be read. HEADS OF STATE: ICONS, POWER, AND POLITICS IN
THE ANCIENT AND MODERN ANDES can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who
have those short extra time problems.

Paul Steinbach:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular HEADS OF STATE: ICONS, POWER, AND
POLITICS IN THE ANCIENT AND MODERN ANDES can give you a lot of good friends because by you
considering this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person.
This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be
your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let
me have HEADS OF STATE: ICONS, POWER, AND POLITICS IN THE ANCIENT AND MODERN
ANDES.
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