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In Zen Buddhism, the concept of freedom is of profound importance. And yet, until now there has been no
in-depth study of the manifestation of this liberated attitude in the lives and artwork of Edo period Zen
monk-painters. This book explores the playfulness and free-spirited attitude reflected in the artwork of two
prominent Japanese Zen monk-painters: Hakuin Ekaku (1685-1768) and Sengai Gibon (1750-1837). The free
attitude emanating from their paintings is one of the qualities which distinguish Edo period Zen paintings
from those of earlier periods. These paintings are part of a Zen ink painting tradition that began following the
importation of Zen Buddhism from China at the beginning of the Kamakura period (1185-1333).In this
study, Aviman elaborates on the nature of this particular artistic expression and identifies its sources,
focusing on the lives of the monk-painters and their artwork. The author applies a multifaceted approach,
combining a holistic analysis of the paintings, i.e. as interrelated combination of text and image-with a
contextualization of the works within the specific historical, art historical, cultural, social and political
environments in which they were created.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Freeman:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Zen Paintings in Edo Japan (1600-1868): Playfulness and Freedom in the
Artwork of Hakuin Ekaku and Sengai Gibon. Try to the actual book Zen Paintings in Edo Japan (1600-
1868): Playfulness and Freedom in the Artwork of Hakuin Ekaku and Sengai Gibon as your buddy. It means
that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter
than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience in addition to
knowledge with this book.

Ramona Wrenn:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Zen Paintings in Edo Japan (1600-1868): Playfulness
and Freedom in the Artwork of Hakuin Ekaku and Sengai Gibon. You can choose the best book if you want
reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book Zen Paintings in Edo Japan (1600-1868):
Playfulness and Freedom in the Artwork of Hakuin Ekaku and Sengai Gibon. You can add understanding
and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you
can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching
by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
study.

Adela Valenti:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important for us. The book Zen Paintings in Edo Japan (1600-1868): Playfulness and
Freedom in the Artwork of Hakuin Ekaku and Sengai Gibon ended up being making you to know about
other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book
Zen Paintings in Edo Japan (1600-1868): Playfulness and Freedom in the Artwork of Hakuin Ekaku and
Sengai Gibon is not only giving you much more new information but also to get your friend when you sense
bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the book Zen
Paintings in Edo Japan (1600-1868): Playfulness and Freedom in the Artwork of Hakuin Ekaku and Sengai
Gibon. You never experience lose out for everything when you read some books.

Jeffrey Blough:

The guide untitled Zen Paintings in Edo Japan (1600-1868): Playfulness and Freedom in the Artwork of
Hakuin Ekaku and Sengai Gibon is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of



the publication content that will be shown to you. The language that article author use to explained their way
of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration when write the
book, to ensure the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the
e-book of Zen Paintings in Edo Japan (1600-1868): Playfulness and Freedom in the Artwork of Hakuin
Ekaku and Sengai Gibon from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.
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