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A century on from the Great War, there are still many lessons historians and military tacticians can learn
from.

In one of the most penetrating accounts of any battle of the war, Holloway H. Frost presents a minute-by-
minute account of the sea-battle of Jutland 1916, ‘the greatest naval battle of modern times’.

Researched until his death in 1935, Frost places the story of the battle in the overall context of World War I
and in British naval history. Far from asserting its dominance, the British navy was beginning to adopt a
more negative approach, and Jutland was a key outlining of this philosophy, given the British could have
been more positive in their attacks.

Before the battle, exchanges from the air show that the German airships were expert at scouting and
bombing, but at little else, as they attempted to bomb British ships on the waters below. Operations on April
25 and May 4 prompted much discussion of the attacks on German airship hangars and setting traps, led by
Commander Jellicoe, in the run-up to May 31, the day of battle.

The British had no unified system of tactical command, which meant they more or less had two fleets
operated independently of one another. The Germans, led by Scheer, had a chance to test a fleet that had
been assembled at great expense and earn a fabled early victory in the war. Frost is complimentary of their
cohesion, courage, self-sacrifice and loyalty, and the morale boost the battle had on Germany’s troops on
land.

Frost gives equal time and criticism to the affairs of both sides, concluding that Jellicoe ‘executed a poor
conception of war excellently, while Scheer executed an excellent conception of war poorly’.

At Jutland the British ships had a geographical advantage. At stake was the naval command of the Baltic Sea
and potential alliance with Russia, cutting off German supplies from Sweden and forcing them to break into
their reserves.

The battle was full of errors in communication and missed opportunities to capitalise on good positions,
which Frost describes with precise details. He lays bare the importance of accurate information in
transmissions between ships, complete definite articles to denote the enemy. He also refutes any idea that
submarines played a role in the battle, even though many of the participants imagined them to be present.
Submarines would replace above-water vessels in future naval conflicts.

There can be no more comprehensive account of one particular sea battle, and for this reason Frost’s account
stands as an accurate and balanced picture.

Holloway H. Frost served in the US Navy, rising to Assistant Chief of Staff, Commander Naval Forces
Operating in European waters and then onto Commander. He served on board several vessels, commanding
the USS Toucey and navigator of the USS California. He taught at the Army War College in Washington. He
was awarded the Navy Cross for services to the forces, in particular ‘the development of the tactics of
surface vessels and aircraft in combined operations against submarines’. He died in 1935, and his book on



the Battle of Jutland was published posthumously.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Jones:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book The Battle of Jutland. You can choose the
best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book The Battle of
Jutland. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a
book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested
to go to the library. Let's go through.

Julie Bell:

The book The Battle of Jutland can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book The Battle of Jutland? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It
is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that,
you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Battle of Jutland has simple shape
however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and
read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Beverly Sands:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Battle of Jutland reserve written by well-
known writer who knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the
book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate
your own hunger then you still uncertainty The Battle of Jutland as good book but not only by the cover but
also by the content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing
another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Rhonda Yowell:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book The Battle of Jutland to make your own
reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to
choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book and studying
especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the guide
The Battle of Jutland can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're
doing of this time.
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