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Edward Gould Buffum (1820-1867), a New York journalist, came to California as an officer in the 7th
Regiment of N.Y. Volunteers during the Mexican War. He stayed on to seek gold and edit a California
newspaper before returning east to become Paris correspondent of the New York Herald. Six months in the
gold mines (1850) is Buffum's vivid account of his regiment's voyage west in 1846 to help secure California
for the United States. He describes his discharge from the army in Monterey and his subsequent adventures
as a gold seeker, sailing up the Sacramento to reach the Sierra Nevadas above Sutter's Fort. He describes
prospecting along the Bear and Yuba Rivers, Weber Creek, and Middle and South Forks of the American
River, Foster's Bar, and Weaver's Creek, 1848-1849. He concludes with the story of his work for Alta
California in San Francisco and the growth of San Francisco.

The Publisher has copy-edited this book to improve the formatting, style and accuracy of the text to make it
readable. This did not involve changing the substance of the text. Some books, due to age and other factors
may contain imperfections. Since there are many books such as this one that are important and beneficial to
literary interests, we have made it digitally available and have brought it back into print for the preservation
of printed works of the past.

Introduction.
...On the 26th day of September, 1846, the 7th Regiment of New York State Volunteers, commanded by
Colonel J. D. Stevenson, sailed from the harbour of New York under orders from the Secretary of War, to
proceed to Upper California. The objects and operations of the expedition, the fitting out of which created
some sensation at the time, are now too well understood and appreciated to require explanation. This
regiment, in which I had the honour of holding a lieutenant's commission, numbered, rank and file, about
seven hundred and twenty men, and sailed from New York in the ships Loo Choo, Susan Drew, and Thomas
H. Perkins. After a fine passage of little more than five months, during which we spent several days
pleasantly in Rio Janeiro, the Thomas H. Perkins entered the harbour of San Francisco and anchored off the
site of the town, then called Yerba Buena, on the 6th day of March, 1847. The remaining ships arrived soon
afterwards.
...Alta California we found in quiet possession of the American land and naval forces — the "stars and
stripes" floating over the old Mexican presidios. There being no immediate service to perform, our regiment
was posted in small detachments through the various towns,
...The now famous city of San Francisco, situated near the extreme end of a long and barren peninsular tract
of land, which separates the bay of San Francisco from the ocean, when first I landed, on its beach was
almost a solitude, there being not more than twelve or fifteen rough houses, and a few temporary buildings
for hides, to relieve the view. Where now stands the great commercial metropolis of the Pacific, with its
thirty thousand inhabitants, its busy streets alive with the hum of trade, were corrals for cattle and
unoccupied sandy hills.
...With the discovery of the gold mines, a new era in the history of California commences. This event has



already changed a comparative wilderness into a flourishing State, and is destined to affect the commercial
and political relations of the world. Between California as she was at the period of the cession to the United
States and as she is at this time, there is no similitude. In two short years her mineral resources have been
developed, and she has at once emerged from obscurity into a cynosure upon which nations are gazing with
wondering eyes. Her mountains and valleys, but recently the hunting grounds of naked savages, are now
peopled with a ...
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Finch:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for us. The book Six Months In the Gold Mines: From a Journal of
Three Years' Residence in Upper and Lower California 1847- 48 - 49 ended up being making you to know
about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The
guide Six Months In the Gold Mines: From a Journal of Three Years' Residence in Upper and Lower
California 1847- 48 - 49 is not only giving you much more new information but also to get your friend when
you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship
with all the book Six Months In the Gold Mines: From a Journal of Three Years' Residence in Upper and
Lower California 1847- 48 - 49. You never really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Harrison Colon:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Six Months In
the Gold Mines: From a Journal of Three Years' Residence in Upper and Lower California 1847- 48 - 49
suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this era. The particular book untitled Six
Months In the Gold Mines: From a Journal of Three Years' Residence in Upper and Lower California 1847-
48 - 49is the main of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people
in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this
reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world in this book.

Lowell Bohler:

This Six Months In the Gold Mines: From a Journal of Three Years' Residence in Upper and Lower
California 1847- 48 - 49 is great book for you because the content which is full of information for you who
have always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details
accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that
hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences
but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Six Months In the Gold Mines: From
a Journal of Three Years' Residence in Upper and Lower California 1847- 48 - 49 in your hand like getting
the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey
there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Suzanne Robbins:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can



choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from
it. It is named of book Six Months In the Gold Mines: From a Journal of Three Years' Residence in Upper
and Lower California 1847- 48 - 49. You can add your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it
could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware
about e-book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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