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In the 1980s and '90s many countries turned to the private sector to provide infrastructure and utilities, such
as gas, telephones, and highways--with the idea that market-based incentives would control costs and
improve the quality of essential services. But subsequent debacles including the collapse of California's
wholesale electricity market and the bankruptcy of Britain's largest railroad company have raised troubling
questions about privatization. This book addresses one of the most vexing of these: how can government
fairly and effectively regulate "natural monopolies"--those infrastructure and utility services whose
technologies make competition impractical?

Rather than sticking to economics, José Gómez-Ibáñez draws on history, politics, and a wealth of examples
to provide a road map for various approaches to regulation. He makes a strong case for favoring market-
oriented and contractual approaches--including private contracts between infrastructure providers and
customers as well as concession contracts with the government acting as an intermediary--over those that
grant government regulators substantial discretion. Contracts can provide stronger protection for
infrastructure customers and suppliers--and greater opportunities to tailor services to their mutual advantage.
In some cases, however, the requirements of the firms and their customers are too unpredictable for contracts
to work, and alternative schemes may be needed.
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From reader reviews:

Paulette Cantu:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Regulating
Infrastructure: Monopoly, Contracts, and Discretion? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you
agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Marian Jackson:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the characters do
it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Regulating
Infrastructure: Monopoly, Contracts, and Discretion, it is possible to tells your family, friends and soon about
yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

France Brown:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more time
to be go through. Regulating Infrastructure: Monopoly, Contracts, and Discretion can be your answer given
it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Sandra Forester:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This publication Regulating Infrastructure: Monopoly, Contracts, and Discretion was
filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you
can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you simply
wanted.
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