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“Number One” was a phrase my father—and, for that matter, my mother—repeated time and time again. It
was a phrase spoken by my parents’ friends and by their friends’ children. Whenever adults discussed the
great Chinese painters and sculptors from the ancient dynasties, there was always a single artist named as
Number One. There was the Number One leader of a manufacturing plant, the Number One worker, the
Number One scientist, the Number One car mechanic. In the culture of my childhood, being best was
everything. It was the goal that drove us, the motivation that gave life meaning. And if, by chance or fate or
the blessings of the generous universe, you were a child in whom talent was evident, Number One became
your mantra. It became mine. I never begged my parents to take off the pressure. I accepted it; I even
enjoyed it. It was a game, this contest among aspiring pianists, and although I may have been shy, I was
bold, even at age five, when faced with a field of rivals.

Born in China to parents whose musical careers were interrupted by the Cultural Revolution, Lang Lang has
emerged as one of the greatest pianists of our time. Yet despite his fame, few in the West know of the heart-
wrenching journey from his early childhood as a prodigy in an industrial city in northern China to his
difficult years in Beijing to his success today.
Journey of a Thousand Miles documents the remarkable, dramatic story of a family who sacrificed almost
everything—his parents’ marriage, financial security, Lang Lang’s childhood, and their reputation in China’s
insular classical music world—for the belief in a young boy’s talent. And it reveals the devastating and
intense relationship between a boy and his father, who was willing to go to any length to make his son a star.
An engaging, informative cultural commentator who bridges East and West, Lang Lang has written more
than an autobiography: his book opens a door to China, where Lang Lang is a cultural icon, at a time when
the world’s attention will be on Beijing. Written with David Ritz, the coauthor of many bestselling
autobiographies, Journey of a Thousand Miles is an inspiring story that will give readers an appreciation for
the courage and sacrifice it takes to achieve greatness.
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From reader reviews:

Jean Young:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Journey of a Thousand Miles: My Story. Try to make the book
Journey of a Thousand Miles: My Story as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you
feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The
book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let's
make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

John Drew:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Journey of a Thousand Miles: My
Story will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable
book with you?

Nicolas Dandrea:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Journey of a Thousand Miles: My
Story is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did
not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier
to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.

Donald Ventura:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Journey of a Thousand Miles: My Story
can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time
by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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