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From critically acclaimed military historian Gerald Astor comes Wings of Gold, the first account of how the
airplane transformed the U.S. Navy and paved the way to victory in the Pacific in World War II. Astor tracks
that fateful journey from its humble beginnings in 1910 when Eugene Ely flew the very first plane off the
deck of a U.S. Navy ship to the unprecedented air combat missions that helped defeat the Japanese.

Few naval aviators in World War II realized that when they earned their wings of gold they were about to
become test pilots for a whole new kind of combat. In their own words, these courageous fliers describe the
life-and-death air battles that defined the revolution in naval strategy that rose from the ashes of Pearl
Harbor, when fighter pilots watched in horror as Japanese carrier-launched aircraft bombed their planes and
airfields into smoking rubble.

While following the pilots’ firsthand reports of air strikes and blazing dogfights across the islands and atolls
of the Pacific, Astor explores the ways the U.S. Navy began its momentous transformation before the war.
Later, the critical role of aircraft carriers in the stunning U.S. victory at Midway sounded the death knell for
conventional naval warfare, yet the public, the press, the Army, and even the president’s advisors refused to
recognize the new reality. In fact, only a few in the Navy understood that a new era had begun that would
change the face of war forever.

The young Americans who fought the deadly duels against Imperial Japanese forces high over the Pacific
gave everything they had to the war effort, and many made the supreme sacrifice. Wings of Gold pays tribute
to their courage, daring, and selfless dedication. Vividly told, thoroughly researched, and filled with stirring
accounts of the Pacific War’s greatest air battles, Wings of Gold is an important addition to the annals of
World War II aerial combat.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Trevor Cianciolo:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about
the data about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this
Wings of Gold: The U.S. Naval Air Campaign in World War II.

Gerald Morin:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Wings of Gold: The U.S. Naval Air
Campaign in World War II, you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to miss it?
What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come
on its referred to as reading friends.

Marina Tijerina:

This Wings of Gold: The U.S. Naval Air Campaign in World War II is fresh way for you who has attention
to look for some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Wings of
Gold: The U.S. Naval Air Campaign in World War II can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form make them
feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide especially this one.
You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-
book variety for your better life along with knowledge.

Carolyn Franklin:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
named of book Wings of Gold: The U.S. Naval Air Campaign in World War II. You can include your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other



place.
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