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From the acclaimed landscape designer, historian and author of American Eden, a lively, unique, and
accessible cultural history of modern cities—from suburbs, downtown districts, and exurban sprawl, to
shopping malls and “sustainable” developments—that allows us to view them through the planning, design,
architects, and movements that inspired, created, and shaped them.

Dream Cities explores our cities in a new way—as expressions of ideas, often conflicting, about how we
should live, work, play, make, buy, and believe. It tells the stories of the real architects and thinkers whose
imagined cities became the blueprints for the world we live in.

From the nineteenth century to today, what began as visionary concepts—sometimes utopian, sometimes
outlandish, always controversial—were gradually adopted and constructed on a massive scale in cities
around the world, from Dubai to Ulan Bator to London to Los Angeles. Wade Graham uses the lives of the
pivotal dreamers behind these concepts, as well as their acolytes and antagonists, to deconstruct our urban
landscapes—the houses, towers, civic centers, condominiums, shopping malls, boulevards, highways, and
spaces in between—exposing the ideals and ideas embodied in each.

From the baroque fantasy villages of Bertram Goodhue to the superblocks of Le Corbusier’s Radiant City to
the pseudo-agrarian dispersal of Frank Lloyd Wright’s Broadacre City, our upscale leafy suburbs, downtown
skyscraper districts, infotainment-driven shopping malls, and “sustainable” eco-developments are seen as
never before. In this elegantly designed and illustrated book, Graham uncovers the original plans of brilliant,
obsessed, and sometimes megalomaniacal designers, revealing the foundations of today’s varied
municipalities. Dream Cities is nothing less than a field guide to our modern urban world.

Illustrated with 59 black-and-white photos throughout the text.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Manning:

With other case, little persons like to read book Dream Cities: Seven Urban Ideas That Shape the World.
You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important the book Dream Cities: Seven Urban Ideas That Shape the World. You can add expertise and of
course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful
thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-
book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Jon Pittenger:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Dream Cities: Seven Urban Ideas That
Shape the World book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Staci Luton:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Dream Cities: Seven Urban Ideas That
Shape the World is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Norma Baumgarten:

You can obtain this Dream Cities: Seven Urban Ideas That Shape the World by visit the bookstore or Mall.
Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge.
Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-
book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important
to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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