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Language is central to human experience and our understanding of who we are, whether written or unwritten,
sung or spoken. But what is language and how do we record it? Where does it reside? Does it exist and
evolve within written sources, in performance, in the mind or in speech?

For too long, ethnographic, aesthetic and sociolinguistic studies of language have remained apart from
analyses emerging from traditions such as literature and performance. Where is Language? argues for a more
complex and contextualized understanding of language across this range of disciplines, engaging with key
issues, including orality, literacy, narrative, ideology, performance and the human communities in which
these take place.

Eminent anthropologist Ruth Finnegan draws together a lifetime of ethnographic case studies, reading and
personal commentary to explore the roles and nature of language in cultures across the world, from West
Africa to the South Pacific. By combining research and reflections, Finnegan discusses the multi-modality of
language to provide an account not simply of vocabulary and grammar, but one which questions the
importance of cultural settings and the essence of human communication itself.
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From reader reviews:

Lori Johnson:

The actual book Where is Language?: An Anthropologist's Questions on Language, Literature and
Performance will bring one to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is
very unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book Where is
Language?: An Anthropologist's Questions on Language, Literature and Performance is much recommended
to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the
book.

Angie Dean:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Where is
Language?: An Anthropologist's Questions on Language, Literature and Performance that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can
be said as the way for people to know world much better then how they react to the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up
being success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick
Where is Language?: An Anthropologist's Questions on Language, Literature and Performance become your
own personal starter.

Mark Giordano:

This Where is Language?: An Anthropologist's Questions on Language, Literature and Performance is great
e-book for you because the content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and
have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word
or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole
data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core
information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Where is Language?: An Anthropologist's Questions
on Language, Literature and Performance in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not
ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this
guide already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still
doubt in which?

Charles Jose:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Where is Language?: An
Anthropologist's Questions on Language, Literature and Performance can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a
book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is



common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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