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"Must surely rank among the most impressively intelligent biographies ever written."—Zena
Sutherland, The Economist

In this landmark biography of Count Lev Nikolayevich Tolstoy, A. N. Wilson narrates the complex drama of
the writer’s life: his childhood of aristocratic privilege but emotional deprivation, his discovery of his literary
genius after aimless years of gambling and womanizing, and his increasingly disastrous marriage. Wilson
sweeps away the long-held belief that Tolstoy’s works were the exact mirror of his life, and instead traces the
roots of Tolstoy’s art to his relationship with God, with women, and with Russia. He also breaks new ground
in recreating the world that shaped the great novelist’s life and art—the turmoil of ideas and politics in
nineteenth-century Russia and the incredible literary renaissance that made Tolstoy’s work possible.
"Admirable. . . . Absorbing. . . . Superb."—Anthony Burgess "Stands as a model of the biographer’s art:
intelligent and opinionated, yet judicious—and, what’s more, deliciously readable."—Michiko Kakutani,
New York Times 24 pages of black and white illustrations
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From reader reviews:

Donna Vazquez:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their ability in writing,
they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this Tolstoy: A
Biography.

Lucy Broussard:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Tolstoy: A Biography can be fine book to read. May be it
can be best activity to you.

James Johnson:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books in the
top collection in your reading list is definitely Tolstoy: A Biography. This book that is certainly qualified as
The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and review this book you
can get many advantages.

Ryan Harrison:

You will get this Tolstoy: A Biography by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it
could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are
various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era
including now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose
your personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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