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According to media critic Geert Lovink, the Internet is being closed off by corporations and governments
intent on creating a business and information environment free of dissent. Calling himself a radical media
pragmatist, Lovink envisions an Internet culture that goes beyond the engineering culture that spawned it to
bring humanities, user groups, social movements, nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), artists, and
cultural critics into the core of Internet development.In Dark Fiber, Lovink combines aesthetic and ethical
concerns and issues of navigation and usability without ever losing sight of the cultural and economic
agendas of those who control hardware, software, content, design, and delivery. He examines the
unwarranted faith of the cyber-libertarians in the ability of market forces to create a decentralized, accessible
communication system. He studies the inner dynamics of hackers' groups, Internet activists, and artists,
seeking to understand the social laws of online life. Finally, he calls for the injection of political and
economic competence into the community of freedom-loving cyber-citizens, to wrest the Internet from
corporate and state control.The topics include the erosion of email, bandwidth for all, the rise and fall of dot-
com mania, techno-mysticism, sustainable social networks, the fight for a public Internet time standard, the
strategies of Internet activists, mailing list culture, and collaborative text filtering. Stressing the importance
of intercultural collaboration, Lovink includes reports from Albania, where NGOs and artists use new media
to combat the country's poverty and isolation; from Taiwan, where the September 1999 earthquake
highlighted the cultural politics of the Internet; and from Delhi, where a new media center explores free
software, public access, and Hindi interfaces.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Hancock:

The event that you get from Dark Fiber: Tracking Critical Internet Culture (Electronic Culture: History,
Theory, and Practice) may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide in the words the more
you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Dark Fiber: Tracking
Critical Internet Culture (Electronic Culture: History, Theory, and Practice) giving you buzz feeling of
reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who
read that because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your
personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having that Dark Fiber: Tracking Critical
Internet Culture (Electronic Culture: History, Theory, and Practice) instantly.

Johnnie McCormick:

The publication untitled Dark Fiber: Tracking Critical Internet Culture (Electronic Culture: History, Theory,
and Practice) is the e-book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication
content that will be shown to you. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of research when write the book, and so the information
that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Dark Fiber: Tracking
Critical Internet Culture (Electronic Culture: History, Theory, and Practice) from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Nathaniel Cornelius:

The book with title Dark Fiber: Tracking Critical Internet Culture (Electronic Culture: History, Theory, and
Practice) has a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book.
That book exist new understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the
world currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book
will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so
you can read the item anywhere you want.

John Yang:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Dark Fiber: Tracking Critical Internet Culture
(Electronic Culture: History, Theory, and Practice) can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this
one book you have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that might be your
friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why
hesitate? We should have Dark Fiber: Tracking Critical Internet Culture (Electronic Culture: History,



Theory, and Practice).
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