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California is full of myths and legends, but its political system shouldn't be. In this refreshingly critical take,
Edgar Kaskla brings an analysis of power - how it is distributed, how it is used, and to what end - to bear on
California's political system and the many troubling issues it currently faces. Starting from the premise that
California is in deep crisis politically, economically, culturally, and environmentally, Kaskla traces the state's
economic and political development as a process controlled by and for the elite, be they land barons, the
Hollywood glitterati, or Silicon Valley execs. Kaskla focuses on what he calls growth machine politics -
elites and their land use as promoters of development and redevelopment - to show students how the gap
between the rich and poor in California continues to widen. As minority communities increase in size, as the
cost of campaigning in the state balloons, and as the state's debt crisis mounts, the socio-economic and
cultural issues at play in California add up to a real threat to democratic governance. Kaskla clearly outlines
how each of the state's institutions are organized, but also shows how they are affected - indeed distorted - by
a host of serious economic and social inequalities. Not one to mince words, Kaskla is in places irreverent, but
his text is thoroughly researched and well argued, never crossing the line into the polemical. Tables, figures,
maps, and lists for further reading help reinforce the book's substantive points and critical approach, and a
host of student and instructor ancillaries help with study, review, and preparation.
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From reader reviews:

David Hyman:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book California Politics: the Fault Lines Of Power, Wealth,
and Diversity. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important a book California Politics: the Fault Lines Of Power, Wealth, and Diversity. You can add know-
how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter
until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Lurline Silvester:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of California Politics: the Fault
Lines Of Power, Wealth, and Diversity book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Patsy Kuster:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How many people
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this California Politics: the Fault Lines Of
Power, Wealth, and Diversity book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Sarah Lopez:

The book untitled California Politics: the Fault Lines Of Power, Wealth, and Diversity contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous
author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read this book because
you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In
a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition to order it. Have
a nice go through.
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