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As a specialist of Southeast Asian History, I am often asked to introduce a book that would relate the history
of Vietnam, from its beginnings to the present. As often, I am embarrassed to answer that there is no such
book written in English. In effect, although we have many publications that deal competently with particular
periods or systematically with different topics of its past, a comprehensive history of Vietnam is still lacking.
That is the reason I am happy and humbled to introduce here A Story of Vietnam.

A Story of Vietnam treats evenly all the periods and also gives equal importance to the culture and the arts as
to the political or military events of Vietnam's past. I call it a story and not a history, because I do not want
my book to be the usual conventional textbook, overburdened with interminable academic, historical and
bibliographic references.

While not a conventional textbook, A Story of Vietnam can, nonetheless, provide a substantial reading
material to students interested in Asia. To the hyphenated Vietnamese, it can serve as a convenient reference
tool to the historical allusions, cultural insinuations, mythical hints, literary suggestions, ethnic
idiosyncrasies they encounter every day at home. This book may also be sought after by the people who
know so much already about Vietnam as a War but who still would like to know more about Vietnam as a
culture.

I have narrated my story with the greatest impartiality I am capable of. I have no theory that needs to be
proven nor do I have any assumption to be verified. But I do come to history with emotion, even with
passion. Sometimes, my sympathies surged to the surface or my distastes became apparent, though at no
time, have I consciously distorted the facts or altered the documents in order to validate my feelings.

The ten chapters of this book are naturally of unequal length. They adhere strictly to the chronological order,
meaning that Chapter One deals, among others, with the legendary origins of the Vietnamese people and the
last chapter, Chapter Ten, recounts the social traumas, the economic hardships, and the political isolation the
country experienced after reunification in 1975 to the remarkable recovery effected since 1986 and
culminating in October of 2007 when Vietnam was elected as a non-permanent member of the Security
Council of the United Nations.

Truong Buu Lam is a retired professor of History from the University of Hawaii.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Tyson:

You can spend your free time to see this book this book. This A Story of Vietnam is simple bringing you can
read it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed
book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in
your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Wilfred Walker:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like A Story of Vietnam
which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Daphne Jones:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This reserve A Story of Vietnam was filled about science. Spend your time to add your
knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a
new book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the
modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Diane Dockins:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to
as of book A Story of Vietnam. You can add your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it can
add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It
can bring you from one place to other place.
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