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FROM THE PUBLISHER A Geniusfor Murder: A Play in Three Actsis adramatization of 1940s
Hollywood Noir. The play is aHollywood Confidential, based on real people and real events taken from the
actual newspapers, secret police files, recorded transcripts and courtroom documents of that day. It centers
on afive-year timeline (1945-1950) in the life of Dr. George Hill Hodel, then Head Venereal Disease
Control Officer for the Los Angeles Health Department and a “prime suspect” in aseries of LA Lone
Woman Murders the most infamous being the 1947 torture-surgical-murder of twenty-two-year-old,
Elizabeth “Black Dahlia’ Short, Did George Hodel actually commit these sadistic murders? Or, because of
his skill as a surgeon, was he just rounded up as “one of the usual suspects?’ Asamember of the seated jury,
you will be asked to weigh the evidence, and then vote your mind at the close of Act I11. George Hodel, an
LA born native, was a sophisticate and bon vivant extraordinaire. Possessed of a high-genius1Q hewas a
member of Hollywood' sinner-circle of the rich and famous. His personal friends were an eclectic group of
actors, artists, and writers who make up the play’ s cast. We meet and party with George’s beautiful wife,
Dorero, a screenwriter, recently divorced from George's longtime friend, famed film-director John Huston.
We are introduced to George's inner-circle of avant garde intimates such as the surreal photographer, Man
Ray and hiswife and muse, Juliet. We drink and philosophize with writer and fellow Dadaist, Henry Miller,
along with George's confidant, the mysterious German Baron, Ernst von Harringa. In the 1940s, George
Hodel wasthe A-List doctor to Hollywood’s A-List stars aswell as LA’ s downtown politicos and high-
ranking officers on both the Los Angeles Police and Sheriff's Departments. As owner of the First Street VD
Clinic, Dr. Hodel was the go-to-guy for “agirl with a problem” and was known and recognized inside the
police department as a*“High Jingo,” one who iswell connected, and a man not to be messed with. The play,
as ahistorical drama, takes us back to relive and rediscover the noir-underbelly of Los Angeles, as a—City
of Angles. Corrupt police and politics ruled the day. City Hall was surrounded by Machiavellian princes all
with their long knives drawn. Nothing was as it appeared. Throughout it all, one highly intelligent and
powerful man knew the city’s secrets and “how everything fit together” and that knowledge made him
extremely dangerous. It also made him UNTOUCHABLE. ThisPlay in Three Actsis based on that time and
that man. A man who unguestionably had—A GENIUS FOR MURDER. The play was written by Steve
Hodel, the son of Dr. George Hill Hodel. Steve is aretired LAPD homicide detective and the New Y ork
Times bestselling author of Black Dahlia Avenger. (HarperCollins 2006-Skyhorse e-book 2012) His true-
crime book became an international bestseller as well as being nominated for an Edgar Award by the
Mystery Writers of Americain the Best Fact category. The author and his story have been featured
extensively both in television and in the print mediain interviews on: Dateline, 48 Hours, Court TV, CNN
Anderson Cooper, The View, NBC Universal, Newsweek, People Magazine, GQ France, the New Y ork
Times aswell as dozens of local and national newspapers. "George Hodel, | think, isfit company for some of
Noir's most civilized villains--like Waldo Lydecker in "Laura," Harry Limein "The Third Man" or even
Noah Crossin "Chinatown," the man who (thanks to the screenwriter, Robert Towne) warned us, "Most
people never have to face the fact that at the right time and right place, they're capable of, anything." And
what had Cross done? Rape his daughter, and his city, and lived into old age." David Thomson New Y ork
Times Book Review excerpt on Black Dahlia Avenger Author Website: www.stevehodel.com Author Email:
steve@stevehodd .com
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From reader reviews:
Sonja Johnson:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for us. The book A Genius For Murder: A Play in Three Acts ended up being
making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The e-book A Genius For Murder: A Play in Three Actsis not only giving you more
new information but also for being your friend when you really feel bored. Y ou can spend your spend time to
read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book A Genius For Murder: A Play in Three Acts.
You never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

ldaTorres:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friendsis thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love A Genius For Murder: A
Play in Three Acts, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to missit?
What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh
come onitsreferred to as reading friends.

Theresa Frost:

Y ou may spend your free time to study this book this book. This A Genius For Murder: A Play in Three Acts
issimple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess
much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it.
Y ou can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are alot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.

Hubert Macarthur:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes reading
through, not only science book but additionally novel and A Genius For Murder: A Play in Three Acts or
even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need to
read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher aswell as students especialy. Those ebooks are
helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes A
Genius For Murder: A Play in Three Acts to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types
of book like this one.
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