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“The storyteller’s gift is my inheritance,” writes Rudolfo Anaya in his essay “Shaman of Words.” Although
he is best known for Bless Me, Ultima and other novels, his writing also takes the form of nonfiction, and in
these 52 essays he draws on both his heritage as a Mexican American and his gift for storytelling. Besides
tackling issues such as censorship, racism, education, and sexual politics, Anaya explores the tragedies and
triumphs of his own life.

Collected here are Anaya’s published essays. Despite his wide acclaim as the founder of Chicano literature,
no previous volume has attempted to gather Anaya’s nonfiction into one edition. A companion to The Man
Who Could Fly and Other Stories, the collection of Anaya’s short stories, The Essays is an essential
anthology for followers of Anaya and those interested in Chicano literature.

Pieces such as “Requiem for a Lowrider,” “La Llorona, El Kookoóee, and Sexuality,” and “An American
Chicano in King Arthur’s Court” take the reader from the llano of eastern New Mexico, where Anaya grew
up, to the barrios of Albuquerque, and from the devastating diving accident that nearly ended his life at
sixteen to the career he has made as an author and teacher. The point is not autobiography, although a life
story is told, nor is it advocacy, although Anaya argues persuasively for cultural change. Instead, the author
provides shrewd commentary on modern America in all its complexity. All the while, he employs the
elegant, poetic voice and the interweaving of myth and folklore that inspire his fiction. “Stories reveal our
human nature and thus become powerful tools for insight and revelation,” writes Anaya. This collection of
prose offers abundant new insight and revelation.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Chandler:

The book The Essays (Chicana and Chicano Visions of the Americas series) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book The Essays (Chicana
and Chicano Visions of the Americas series)? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim
this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your
book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share
all of these. Book The Essays (Chicana and Chicano Visions of the Americas series) has simple shape but
you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read
a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Sandy Gonsalves:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title The Essays (Chicana
and Chicano Visions of the Americas series) suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known
writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Essays (Chicana and Chicano Visions of the Americas
series)is the main one of several books this everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the
world. When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the core of
this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world in this book.

William Henslee:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled The
Essays (Chicana and Chicano Visions of the Americas series) your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get just before. The The Essays (Chicana and Chicano Visions of the
Americas series) giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful
facts for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind
will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Theodore Rivas:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving The Essays (Chicana and
Chicano Visions of the Americas series) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading
this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world better



then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start reading
as your good habit, you may pick The Essays (Chicana and Chicano Visions of the Americas series) become
your own personal starter.
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