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"No mission too difficult, no sacrifice too great-Duty First!" For almost a century, from the Western Front of
World War I to the deserts of Iraq, this motto has spurred the soldiers who wear the shoulder patch bearing
the Big Red One. In this first comprehensive history of America's 1st Infantry Division, James Scott Wheeler
chronicles its major combat engagements and peacetime duties during its legendary service to the nation.

The oldest continuously serving division in the U.S. Army, the "Fighting First" has consistently played a
crucial role in America's foreign wars. It was the first American division to see combat and achieve victory
in World War I and set the standard for discipline, training, endurance, and tactical innovation. One of the
few intact divisions between the wars, it was the first army unit to train for amphibious warfare. During
World War II, the First Division spearheaded the invasions of North Africa and Sicily before leading the
Normandy invasion at Omaha Beach and fighting on through the Hurtgen Forest, the Battle of the Bulge, the
Ruhr Pocket, and deep into Germany. By war's end, it had developed successful combined-arms, regimental
combat teams and made advances in night operations.

Wheeler describes the First Division's critical role in postwar Germany and as the only combat division in
Europe during the early Cold War. After returning to the United States at Fort Riley, Kansas, the division
fought valiantly in Vietnam for five trying years, successfully protecting Saigon from major infiltration along
Highway 13 while pioneering "air-mobile" operations. It led the liberation of Kuwait in Desert Storm and
kept an uneasy peace in Bosnia and Kosovo. Along the way, Wheeler illuminates the division's
organizational evolution, its consistently remarkable commanders and leaders, and its equally remarkable
soldiers.

Meticulously detailed and engagingly written, The Big Red One nimbly combines historical narrative with
astute analysis of the unit's successes and failures, so that its story reflects the larger chronicle of America's
military experience over the past century.
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From reader reviews:

Bessie Morris:

This The Big Red One: America's Legendary 1st Infantry Division from World War I to Desert Storm
(Modern War Studies) are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason
of this The Big Red One: America's Legendary 1st Infantry Division from World War I to Desert Storm
(Modern War Studies) can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving you more than just
simple studying food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your previous knowledge.
This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds.
Beside that this The Big Red One: America's Legendary 1st Infantry Division from World War I to Desert
Storm (Modern War Studies) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary,
giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and
luxuriate in reading.

Mark Hernandez:

This book untitled The Big Red One: America's Legendary 1st Infantry Division from World War I to Desert
Storm (Modern War Studies) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you
read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop
or you can order it by way of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to
read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to
past this book from your list.

Daniel McDonald:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying The Big Red One:
America's Legendary 1st Infantry Division from World War I to Desert Storm (Modern War Studies) that
give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said
as the means for people to know world better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be
success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick The Big
Red One: America's Legendary 1st Infantry Division from World War I to Desert Storm (Modern War
Studies) become your starter.

David Smith:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and The Big Red One: America's Legendary 1st
Infantry Division from World War I to Desert Storm (Modern War Studies) or perhaps others sources were



given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to
bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Big Red One:
America's Legendary 1st Infantry Division from World War I to Desert Storm (Modern War Studies) to
make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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