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The songs of the U.S. Air Force flyers during the Vietnam War, written in the cryptic language of pilots and
navigators, aloft in their "beasts" a dozen "angels" up in the sky, uniquely reflect the stark emotions and
black humors of that ill-fated war.

Veteran navigator Joseph F. Tuso spent fifteen years collecting the lyrics for more than a hundred songs
written or sung by U.S. Air Force flyers from about 1966 through 1969. Many of the songs' authors are
unknown. But their lyrics, even such jarring lines as those of "Chocolate-covered Napalm," often are set to
popular melodies, such as "The Wabash Cannonball." Some songs have original tunes as well. Twenty-five
of the 148 songs whose lyrics are included here were written by Dick Jonas, the premier songwriter of the
Vietnam era Air Force. Many other songs appear in print for the first time.

Singing the Vietnam Blues begins with a personal overture that sets the stage for a play of war-evoked
emotions and lines that are less than sacred, more than profane, and sometimes poignant. Some songs, such
as the "Phu Cat Alert Pad," are based on historical events, while others have their origins in popular myths,
such as "Wolf Pack's Houseboy." Whatever the direct source of the songs, it is the daily combat, rescue, or
transport missions; the possibility of death; and the fear, bravado, and competition between pilots,
navigators, planes, and enemy flyers or "bandits" that generated the lyrics.

Most songs are preceded by Tuso's explanation of each song's origin, other versions, references to current
events or "inside jokes," and sometimes personal insights and memories. A glossary is also included.
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From reader reviews:

Julie Gailey:

In other case, little persons like to read book Singing the Vietnam Blues: Songs of the Air Force in Southeast
Asia (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series). You can choose the best book if you
want reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book Singing the Vietnam Blues:
Songs of the Air Force in Southeast Asia (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series).
You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the
fact from book you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or
maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to
the library. Let's go through.

James Drake:

This book untitled Singing the Vietnam Blues: Songs of the Air Force in Southeast Asia (Williams-Ford
Texas A&M University Military History Series) to be one of several books this best seller in this year,
honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy
this kind of book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher with this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there
is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Wendy Cort:

The publication untitled Singing the Vietnam Blues: Songs of the Air Force in Southeast Asia (Williams-
Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) is the e-book that recommended to you to study. You
can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you. The language that author use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of research
when write the book, so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-
book of Singing the Vietnam Blues: Songs of the Air Force in Southeast Asia (Williams-Ford Texas A&M
University Military History Series) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Susan Peterson:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
By the book Singing the Vietnam Blues: Songs of the Air Force in Southeast Asia (Williams-Ford Texas
A&M University Military History Series) we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people?
Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't
become doubt to change your life at this time book Singing the Vietnam Blues: Songs of the Air Force in



Southeast Asia (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series). You can more appealing
than now.
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