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“Complex and haunting…vivid and unforgettable.” —People

“Ardent, ambitious.” —The New York Times Book Review

“Stunning…elegant…It’s enormously refreshing to read a story that talks about complicated women
with so much empathy.” —Missoula Independent

“Reverberates with the tones of a modern western—except that its tough-talking hero is a woman…all
surliness and cheek…self-punishing, defiant, vulnerable.” —San Francisco Chronicle

From a quiet family farm in Montana in the 60s to the grit and haze of San Francisco in the 70s to a gypsy-
populated, post-war Saigon, The Given World spins around its unconventional and unforgettable heroine,
Riley. When her big brother is declared MIA in Vietnam, young Riley packs up her shattered heart and
leaves her family, her first love, and “a few small things” behind. By trial and error she builds a new life,
working on cars, delivering newspapers, tending bar. She befriends, rescues, and is rescued by a similarly
vagabond cast of characters whose “‘unraveled souls’ sting hardest and linger the longest.” (The New York
Times Book Review) Foolhardy, funny, and wise, Riley’s challenge as she grows into a woman is simple:
survive long enough to go home again, or at least figure out where home is, and who might be among the
living there.

Lorrie Moore said, “It’s been a long time since a first book contained this much wisdom and knowledge of
the world.” The Given World is the remarkable debut of “an immense writing talent.” (Booklist)
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From reader reviews:

Quincy Eddy:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Given World: A Novel,
it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type
is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Jeffery Whitley:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Given World: A Novel book written by
well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all read
the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism The Given World: A Novel as good book not simply
by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its protect,
so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

David Sayre:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book The Given World: A Novel was colourful and of
course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Given World: A Novel has many kinds or
genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and
think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading
that.

Miranda Wenger:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news.
With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just in search of the The Given World: A Novel when you required it?
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