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In Society in Action, Piotr Sztompka sets forth a highly topical contribution to central theoretical debates of
contemporary sociology. Taking the idea and practice of collective mobilization as his theme, Sztompka
argues that modern institutions, particularly of late, are characterized by an increasing awareness of
collective empowerment. The most obvious concrete expression of this phenomenon, as Sztompka makes
clear, isthe rise of adiversity of active social movements such as those which dramatically transformed
Europein the 1980s, from the birth of Solidarity in 1980 to the 1989 "Autumn of Nations."

Sztompka connects the interpretations of such collective activity to awider grasp of the nature of social
action. The result is a comprehensive and original theory of social change which focuses on the self-
transforming influence on society of its members striving for freedom, autonomy, and self-fulfillment. He
develops his theory by means of a general concept of "socia becoming,” the roots of which he traces to the
early romantic and humanist work of Karl Marx and his followers and to two influential sociological schools
of today, the theory of agency and historical sociology.

Sztompka situates his theory midway between the rigid determinism of social totalities and the unbridled
voluntarism of freeindividuals. Social change, he demonstrates, can be understood neither as the outcome of
individual actions taken alone nor as structurally determined actions. Instead, he confers upon social
organizations and movements a " self-transcending” quality: they express human agency yet, by virtue of
their active character, are quite often able to achieve unpredictable outcomes.

Throughout his analysis of social movements and revolutions in history, Sztompka emphasizes the dynamics
of spontaneous socia change generated from bel ow—a theoretical testimony to the rapid and fundamental
social change in Eastern Europe in recent history. Against the fashions of postmodernist malaise, boredom,
and disenchantment, his theory of social becoming expresses the possibility of emancipation, of change
leading to positive gains. His work registers a belief in progress, not inevitably gained, but its attainment
fully dependent upon the creativity and optimism of an active citizenry.
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From reader reviews:
Stephen Conway:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have
extratime? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question
due to the fact just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book isfamiliar on every person. Yes, itis
proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of Society in Action: The Theory
of Social Becoming to read.

Mary Williams:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Society in Action: The Theory of Social Becoming book is
readabl e through you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
associated with Society in Action: The Theory of Social Becoming content conveys prospect easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different such asit. So, do you continue to thinking Society in Action: The Theory of Social Becoming is
not loveable to be your top list reading book?

David Rivera:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Society in Action: The Theory of Socia
Becoming publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt Society in Action: The Theory of Social
Becoming as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break
don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come
on your studying sixth sense aready told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

John Bledsoe:

In thiserawhich isthe greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It isjust simple solution to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. One of several
books in the top collection in your reading list will be Society in Action: The Theory of Social Becoming.
This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking
upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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