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Walter Benjamin's posthumously published collection of writings on hashish is a detailed blueprint for a
book that was never written--a "truly exceptional book about hashish," as Benjamin describes it in a letter to
his friend Gershom Scholem. A series of "protocols of drug experiments," written by himself and his co-
participants between 1927 and 1934, together with short prose pieces that he published during his lifetime,
On Hashish provides a peculiarly intimate portrait of Benjamin, venturesome as ever at the end of the
Weimar Republic, and of his unique form of thought.

Consciously placing himself in a tradition of literary drug-connoisseurs from Baudelaire to Hermann Hesse,
Benjamin looked to hashish and other drugs for an initiation into what he called "profane illumination." At
issue here, as everywhere in Benjamin's work, is a new way of seeing, a new connection to the ordinary
world. Under the influence of hashish, as time and space become inseparable, experiences become subtly
stratified and resonant: we inhabit more than one plane in time. What Benjamin, in his contemporaneous
study of Surrealism, calls "image space" comes vividly to life in this philosophical immersion in the
sensuous.

This English-language edition of On Hashish features a section of supplementary materials--drawn from
Benjamin's essays, letters, and sketches--relating to hashish use, as well as a reminiscence by his friend Jean
Selz, which concerns a night of opium-smoking in Ibiza. A preface by Howard Eiland discusses the leading
motifs of Benjamin's reflections on intoxication.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Gaither:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like studying
a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will require this On Hashish.

Susan Romero:

Often the book On Hashish will bring someone to the new experience of reading the book. The author style
to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The
book On Hashish is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site,
so you can more easily to read the book.

Matthew White:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing video
games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read the book. It is
really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day long to reading
a guide. The book On Hashish it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this
book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book
you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is
not to fund but this book provides high quality.

Mary Jones:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
for your requirements is On Hashish this reserve consist a lot of the information in the condition of this
world now. This particular book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that
writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this
book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.
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