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Literary modernism emerged as death, stripped in the developing world of traditional meanings and
practices, became strange. The sea-change over the first part of the twentieth century in how people died and
tended corpses-the modernization of death-was a crucial context in which modernist writers developed their
new novelistic and poetic techniques. They sought ways to renovate mortal obligations in an age of the
obsolescence of the dead.
For many years, the flesh-and-blood body has been a central protagonist in literary scholarship--the body in
pain, the body as spectacle and performance, embodiments of social identity--but the body in its mortality, as
corpse, has not received sustained critical attention. Filling this gap, In a Strange Room investigates
modernism's preoccupation with corpses, death rituals, and the ethical demands the dead make on the living
who survive them.

Informed by insights from psychology, anthropology, political theory, and philosophy, David Sherman
shows how modernist aesthetics sought to re-animate the complex meanings and values of dead bodies
during an era of their efficient, medical administration and hygienic disposal. The modernist imagination
reckoned with the processes by which the modern corpse became a secularized object increasingly subject to
scientific inquiry, governmental regulation, specialized medical technologies, and new forms of market
exchange. Chapters explore representations of state power over the war dead in Virginia Woolf and Wilfred
Owen, the narrative problem of the unburied corpse in As I Lay Dying and Ulysses, mortal obligation as
erotic desire in Eliot's The Waste Land and Djuna Barnes's Nightwood, and mortuary pedagogies embedded
in elegies by Wallace Stevens and William Carlos Williams.
Gathering examples from fiction, poetry, and the visual arts, In a Strange Room considers the changing
relationship between aesthetics and mortality during the first half of the twentieth century. New attitudes
toward dying and dead bodies demanded modernism's strange, bracing ways of representing ethics at the
limits of life.
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From reader reviews:

Stephan Partin:

The actual book In a Strange Room: Modernism's Corpses and Mortal Obligation (Modernist Literature and
Culture) has a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book
was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. That
book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Raymond Striegel:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled In a Strange
Room: Modernism's Corpses and Mortal Obligation (Modernist Literature and Culture) your head will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up
your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get before. The In a Strange Room: Modernism's Corpses and Mortal
Obligation (Modernist Literature and Culture) giving you another experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through
it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Charles Ginter:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect
may doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while
fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be In a Strange Room: Modernism's Corpses
and Mortal Obligation (Modernist Literature and Culture) why because the excellent cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic
as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Debera Jessie:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose often the book In a Strange Room: Modernism's Corpses and
Mortal Obligation (Modernist Literature and Culture) to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of
reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you
enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you
to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the book In a Strange Room: Modernism's Corpses and
Mortal Obligation (Modernist Literature and Culture) can to be your friend when you're sense alone and
confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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