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The "Maratha period" of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, when an independent Maratha state
successfully resisted the Mughals, is a defining era in the history of the region of Maharashtra in western
India. In this book, Prachi Deshpande considers the importance of this period for a variety of political
projects including anticolonial/Hindu nationalism and the non-Brahman movement, as well as popular
debates throughout the nineteenth and twentieth centuries concerning the meaning of tradition, culture, and
the experience of colonialism and modernity.

Sampling from a rich body of literary and cultural sources, Deshpande highlights shifts in history writing in
early modern and modern India and the deep connections between historical and literary narratives. She
traces the reproduction of the Maratha period in various genres and public arenas, its incorporation into
regional political symbolism, and its centrality to the making of a modern Marathi regional consciousness.
She also shows how historical memory provided a space for Indians to negotiate among their national,
religious, and regional identities, pointing to history's deeper potential in shaping politics within thoroughly
diverse societies.

A truly unique study, Creative Pasts examines the practices of historiography and popular memory within a
particular colonial context, and illuminates the impact of colonialism on colonized societies and cultures.
Furthermore, it shows how modern history and historical memory are jointly created through the interplay of
cultural activities, power structures, and political rhetoric.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Dyson:

The book Creative Pasts: Historical Memory and Identity in Western India, 1700-1960 (Cultures of History)
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why
must we leave the best thing like a book Creative Pasts: Historical Memory and Identity in Western India,
1700-1960 (Cultures of History)? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this
book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book
Creative Pasts: Historical Memory and Identity in Western India, 1700-1960 (Cultures of History) has simple
shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world
by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Eric Vegas:

Often the book Creative Pasts: Historical Memory and Identity in Western India, 1700-1960 (Cultures of
History) will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very
unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Creative Pasts: Historical
Memory and Identity in Western India, 1700-1960 (Cultures of History) is much recommended to you to
read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Nancy Jones:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get lots
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there when the spare time
coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book you have read will be
Creative Pasts: Historical Memory and Identity in Western India, 1700-1960 (Cultures of History).

Cesar Benedetto:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you need to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some
books. On the list of books in the top record in your reading list will be Creative Pasts: Historical Memory
and Identity in Western India, 1700-1960 (Cultures of History). This book that is certainly qualified as The
Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward and review this
publication you can get many advantages.
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