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Law and law-like institutions are visible in human societies very distant from each other in time and space.
When it comes to observing and analyzing such social constructs historians, anthropologists, and lawyers run
into notorious difficulties in how to conceptualize them. Do they conform to a single category of 'law'? How
are divergent understandings of the nature and purpose of law to be described and explained? Such questions
reach to the heart of philosophical attempts to understand the nature of law, but arise whenever we are
confronted by law-like practices and concepts in societies not our own.

In this volume leading historians and anthropologists with an interest in law gather to analyse the nature and
meaning of law in diverse societies. They start from the concept of legalism, taken from the anthropologist
Lloyd Fallers, whose 1960s work on Africa engaged, unusually, with jurisprudence. The concept highlights
appeal to categories and rules. The degree to which legalism in this sense informs people's lives varies within
and between societies, and over time, but it can colour equally both 'simple' and 'complex' law. Breaking
with recent emphases on 'practice', nine specialist contributors explore, in a wide-ranging set of cases, the
place of legalism in the workings of social life.

The essays make obvious the need to question our parochial common sense where ideals of moral order at
other times and places differ from those of modern North Atlantic governance. State-centred law, for
instance, is far from a 'central case'. Legalism may be 'aspirational', connecting people to wider visions of
morality; duty may be as prominent a theme as rights; and rulers from thirteenth-century England to
sixteenth-century Burma appropriate, as much they impose, a vision of justice as consistency. The use of
explicit categories and rules does not reduce to simple questions of power.

The cases explored range from ancient Asia Minor to classical India, and from medieval England and France
to Saharan oases and southern Arabia. In each case they assume no knowledge of the society or legal system
discussed. The volume will appeal not only to historians and anthropologists with an interest in law, but to
students of law engaged in legal theory, for the light it sheds on the strengths and limitations of abstract legal
philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Tremblay:

The book Legalism: Anthropology and History can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book Legalism: Anthropology and History?
Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It
is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Legalism: Anthropology and
History has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the
enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Norma Harrell:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice through surrounding.
One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep, by reading a e-
book your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is high. For yourself who want
to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Legalism: Anthropology and History book as
nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Hazel Gannon:

Precisely why? Because this Legalism: Anthropology and History is an unordinary book that the inside of
the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this
book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside
of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you
a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Jacqueline Thompson:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. On this modern
era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking the
Legalism: Anthropology and History when you essential it?
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