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If Alfred |. du Pont was born to "the purple and ermine" of an American industrial dynasty, his life was far
from peaceful, pampered, indolent. Beginning at the bottom as little more than ateamster and handyman,
within fifteen years young du Pont was widely recognized as "the best black powderman in the nation" and
the mechanical genius of the du Pont family. In 1902, upon the death of Eugene du Pont, Alfred was brash
and confident enough to claim for himself the company his elders wanted to sell to their major competitor,
Laflin and Rand. With two cousins, he formed a triumvirate which ultimately converted the old gunpowder
company into the great chemical empireit istoday.

In this brilliantly written, in-depth biography, Joseph Frazier Wall ranges from Pierre Samuel du Pont de
Nemours's spectacular risein pre-Revolutionary France, to the family's migration to America and the
founding of the Du Pont Company in Wilmington, to Alfred's death in 1935, charting the growth of one of
Americas great industrial dynasties. We meet Henry du Pont, the conservative leader of the third generation
(he favored candles over electric lightsin the office), who organized the entire gunpowder industry; Lammot
du Pont, the crown prince of the third generation, who died tragically in an explosion at the Repauno plant;
Eugene du Pont, whom Wall describes as "a director without direction”; and a host of other du Pont men and
women. But Alfred du Pont remains the center of the narrative. Wall details his rejuvenation of the family
company after Eugene's death, the bitter family feud that followed his marriage to his cousin Alicia, the
fifteen-year battle that he waged with some of the family's most powerful members (leading to his ouster
from the company in 1916), and his brilliant second career in Florida (where he pioneered the devel opment
of sound banking, transportation, and the paper industry).

Thisisthefirst biography of Alfred du Pont to appear in half a century. In preparing it, Wall had complete
access both to Alfred's own papersin Florida as well as the vast collection of the du Pont archivesin
Wilmington. The result is a compelling story of one of America's most creative businessmen aswell asan
inside look at one of our most historically significant families.
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From reader reviews:
Scott Barbour:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Alfred I. du Pont: The Man and His Family. Try to make the book Alfred I.
du Pont: The Man and His Family as your close friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense
alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The
book makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Nathan Barnes:

The book Alfred 1. du Pont: The Man and His Family make one feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can
utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or
having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book Alfred I. du Pont: The Man and His
Family being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. Y ou are able to know everything if you like available and read a
book Alfred I. du Pont: The Man and His Family. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Pearl| Young:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friendsis thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Alfred I. du Pont: The Man and His Family, you could
enjoy both. It isfine combination right, you still need to missit? What kind of hang-out typeisit? Oh come
on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Jon Fusdlier:

Beside thiskind of Alfred |. du Pont: The Man and His Family in your phone, it could give you away to get
closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from
the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have
Alfred I. du Pont: The Man and His Family because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you
have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to missit? Find this book along with read it from now!
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