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Intended â€˜for a theatre on Marsâ€™, with a cast of nearly five-hundred and running to over two-hundred
scenes, Karl Krausâ€™s apocalyptic tragedy The Last Days of Mankind is the longest, most elaborate play
ever written. It is also a biting satirical commentary on the outbreak and subsequent course of World War I.
Karl Kraus (1874-1936) ranks as one of the great satirists of 20th-century literature. In 1899 he established
his own journal, Die Fackel (The Torch), to â€˜drain the marsh of empty phrase-making.â€™ His wide-
ranging oeuvre comprises essays, short stories, poetry and aphorisms, and culminated in the five-act play
presented here. First published in 1920, The Last Days employs a collage of modernist techniques to evoke a
despairing and darkly comical vision of the Great War from the perspective of Krausâ€™s hometown,
Vienna. At its centre Kraus places a cabal of war mongering press barons and self-serving hacks, whose
strategies of mass manipulation he holds responsible for the very atrocities they report on in dispatches,
editorials and feuilletons. With this translation of the play in its entirety, Patrick Healy completes the work
begun in 2014 when he published the first ever English-language version of the Prologue and Act I in the
Kraus anthology In These Great Times: Selected Writings. The present edition includes an introduction and a
glossary of names and relevant terms.
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From reader reviews:

Terri Rouse:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book The Last Days of Mankind: A
Tragedy in Five Acts will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you
can know about anything. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable
book with you?

Arlene Martin:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title The Last Days of
Mankind: A Tragedy in Five Acts suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this
era. Typically the book untitled The Last Days of Mankind: A Tragedy in Five Actsis the one of several
books that everyone read now. This particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read
this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their
concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give
you a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this
book.

Carol Boissonneault:

Often the book The Last Days of Mankind: A Tragedy in Five Acts has a lot of knowledge on it. So when
you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal
makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point easily
after reading this article book.

Manuel Rose:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Last Days of Mankind: A Tragedy in
Five Acts can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?
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