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Living at a time of religious strife and the decline of the intellectual optimism that had begun in the
Renaissance, Michel Eyquem de Montaigne (1533-1592) expressed in his writings both a deep skepticism
about human affairs and a wide-ranging intellectual curiosity reflective of the age. Having witnessed
firsthand the bloody armed conflicts, fanaticism, and persecutions that arose out of religious differences
between French Catholics and Protestant Huguenots, Montaigne was especially skeptical about human
claims to knowledge. For this reason he published not systematic philosophy but mere attempts at
knowledge, essays in understanding, or essais, as he called them in French. He thus inaugurated a new
literary genre that proved to be very influential. Despite his skepticism, Montaigne realized that the
intellectual horizon of his day was full of exciting new developments. The New World had only recently
been discovered, and explorers to many parts of the hitherto undiscovered world were bringing back reports
of strange lands, people, and customs. At the same time, the intellectual discoveries of the Renaissance had
uncovered the powerful works of ancient Greek and Latin authors, and science, still in its infancy, was
beginning to ask important new questions. The essays reflect all these interests, plus a refreshing honesty
about the frailties of human nature. Montaigne writes about vanity, the value of friendship, constancy,
idleness, liars, virtue, cowardice, prognostication, cannibals, the greatness of Rome, "That to Study
Philosophy Is to Learn to Die," and a host of other topics. Filled with insights and keen observations that
have inspired later writers as diverse as Shakespeare,Bacon, Voltaire, Rousseau, Flaubert, Virginia Woolf,
and Roland Barthes, the Essays of Montaigne should be on the shelf of every student, scholar, and book
lover.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Cook:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but
if you want truly feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel.
Typically the Michel de Montaigne: Essays is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

John Masterson:

The e-book with title Michel de Montaigne: Essays includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You
can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in
this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You
can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Stephen Redmond:

This Michel de Montaigne: Essays is completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information as it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you
know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Michel de Montaigne: Essays can be
the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this book is easy to get through anyone.
These books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book
application form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is
the answer. So there is not any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for.
It should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to
knowledge.

Royce Woods:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book Michel de Montaigne: Essays to make
your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and
studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to available a book and study it. Beside that
the reserve Michel de Montaigne: Essays can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and
confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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