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On the morning of January 23, 1870, troops of the 2nd U.S. Cavalry attacked a Piegan Indian village on the
Marias River in Montana Territory, killing many more than the army’s count of 173, most of them women,
children, and old men. The village was afflicted with smallpox. Worse, it was the wrong encampment.
Intended as a retaliation against Mountain Chief’s renegade band, the massacre sparked public outrage when
news sources revealed that the battalion had attacked Heavy Runner’s innocent village—and that guides had
told its inebriated commander, Major Eugene Baker, he was on the wrong trail, but he struck anyway.
Remembered as one of the most heinous incidents of the Indian Wars, the Baker Massacre has often been
overshadowed by the better-known Battle of the Little Bighorn and has never received full treatment until
now.

Author Paul R. Wylie plumbs the history of Euro-American involvement with the Piegans, who were
members of the Blackfeet Confederacy. His research shows the tribe was trading furs for whiskey with the
Hudson’s Bay Company before Meriwether Lewis encountered them in 1806. As American fur traders and
trappers moved into the region, the U.S. government soon followed, making treaties it did not honor. When
the gold rush started in the 1860s and the U.S. Army arrived, pressure from Montana citizens to control the
Piegans and make the territory safe led Generals William Tecumseh Sherman and Philip H. Sheridan to send
Baker and the 2nd Cavalry, with tragic consequences. Although these generals sought to dictate press
coverage thereafter, news of the cruelty of the killings appeared in the New York Times, which called the
massacre “a more shocking affair than the sacking of Black Kettle’s camp on the Washita” two years earlier.

While other scholars have written about the Baker Massacre in related contexts, Blood on the Marias gives
this infamous event the definitive treatment it deserves. Baker’s inept command lit the spark of violence, but
decades of tension between Piegans and whites set the stage for a brutal and too-often-forgotten incident.
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From reader reviews:

Gale Kizer:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored
faster. And you have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that
question mainly because just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is correct. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific Blood on the Marias:
The Baker Massacre to read.

Lisa Marsh:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is
actually Blood on the Marias: The Baker Massacre.

Edward Orr:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make a professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the
information much easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet,
magazine, book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often
the book that recommended for your requirements is Blood on the Marias: The Baker Massacre this guide
consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does
the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual
writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of
you.

Kenneth Armstrong:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of
news. On this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Blood on the Marias: The Baker Massacre when you essential it?
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