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What does it mean to label someone a fascist? Today, it is equated with denouncing him or her as a Nazi. But
as intellectual historian Paul E. Gottfried writes in this provocative yet even-handed study, the term’s
meaning has evolved over the years. Gottfried examines the semantic twists and turns the term has endured
since the 1930s and traces the word’s polemical function within the context of present ideological struggles.
Like “conservatism,” “liberalism,” and other words whose meanings have changed with time, “fascism” has
been used arbitrarily over the years and now stands for a host of iniquities that progressives,
multiculturalists, and libertarians oppose, even if they offer no single, coherent account of the historic evil
they condemn.

Certain factors have contributed to the term’s imprecise usage, Gottfried writes, including the equation of all
fascisms with Nazism and Hitler, as well as the rise of a post-Marxist left that expresses predominantly
cultural opposition to bourgeois society and its Christian and/or national components. Those who stand in the
way of social change are dismissed as “fascist,” he contends, an epithet that is no longer associated with state
corporatism and other features of fascism that were once essential but are now widely ignored. Gottfried
outlines the specific historical meaning of the term and argues that it should not be used indiscriminately to
describe those who hold unpopular opinions. His important study will appeal to political scientists,
intellectual historians, and general readers interested in politics and history.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Clarke:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Fascism: The Career
of a Concept book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Rose Rowe:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what
kind of reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Fascism: The Career of a
Concept is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Bobbi Gonzales:

Fascism: The Career of a Concept can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all recommend
that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Fascism: The Career of a Concept
however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info
that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
thinking.

Janet Warren:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need
more time to be go through. Fascism: The Career of a Concept can be your answer as it can be read by
anyone who have those short free time problems.
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