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Religion has been excluded from development studies for decades. Religious traditions have contributed
greatly towards development work, yet major international players have tended to ignore its role. Recent
years have shown a noticeable shift in development policy, practice and research to recognize religion as a
relevant factor.

This text provides a comprehensive insight into different approaches towards the understanding the
relationships between religions and development studies, policy and practice. It guides readers through
current debates, presenting, explaining and critically evaluating a broad range of literature and locating it
within a theoretical context. The text explores the role of religion within development, from positive
contributions, such as the important role that many ‘faith-based organizations’ play in education or health
care, to more complicated and contested notions of impact, such as religiously inspired violence or gender
inequality. The book begins with three background chapters, outlining the relevance of religions for
development studies, policy and practice, and introducing the reader to the study of ‘development’ and of
‘religions’. Following these, the focus then shifts to examine a number of thematic areas, including religion,
gender and development, and the implications of the ‘rise of religion’ for mainstream development studies,
policy and practice in the 21st century. Each chapter contains a range of features to assist undergraduate
learning, including learning objectives for each chapter, discussion of key concepts, summaries, discussion
questions, further reading and websites. The book also contains over sixty boxed case studies to provide
further definition, explanation, and examples of the interactions between religions and development globally.

This innovative text presents religions as something that can both obstruct and aid development, encouraging
readers to engage critically with the multiple ways that religion impacts on both the conceptualization of
development as well the resulting project interventions. This will be of interest to undergraduate,
postgraduate students and scholars interested in religious studies, development studies, and the broader study
of societies and cultures.
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From reader reviews:

Ana Steadman:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Religions and Development (Routledge Perspectives
on Development). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about
how is important the book Religions and Development (Routledge Perspectives on Development). You can
add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply
because from book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can be
known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book
or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's read.

Ruth Mahan:

The book Religions and Development (Routledge Perspectives on Development) give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best
friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a
book Religions and Development (Routledge Perspectives on Development) for being your habit, you can
get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You are
able to know everything if you like available and read a e-book Religions and Development (Routledge
Perspectives on Development). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or
other people. So , how do you think about this publication?

Mary Bunch:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Religions and Development (Routledge
Perspectives on Development) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since
this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Jose Holmes:

The reason why? Because this Religions and Development (Routledge Perspectives on Development) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with
the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I



will go to the book store hurriedly.
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