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St. Ignatius of Loyola

The Spiritual Exercises St. Ignatius of Loyola
Ignatius of Loyola (1491- 1556) was a Spanish knight from a Basque noble family, hermit, priest since 1537,
and theologian, who founded the Society of Jesus (Jesuits) and was its first Superior General. Ignatius
emerged as a religious leader during the Counter-Reformation, and his devotion to the Catholic Church was
characterized by unquestioning obedience to the Catholic Church's authority and hierarchy. After being
seriously wounded at the Battle of Pamplona in 1521, he underwent a spiritual conversion while in recovery.
De Vita Christi by Ludolph of Saxony inspired Loyola to abandon his previous military life and devote
himself to labour for God, following the example of spiritual leaders such as Francis of Assisi. He
experienced a vision of the Virgin Mary and the infant Jesus while at the shrine of Our Lady of Montserrat in
March 1522. Thereafter he went to Manresa, where he began praying for seven hours a day, often in a nearby
cave, while formulating the fundamentals of the Spiritual Exercises. In September 1523, Loyola reached the
Holy Land to settle there, but was sent back to Europe by the Franciscans. Between 1524 and 1537, Ignatius
studied theology and Latin in Spain and then in Paris. In 1534, he arrived in the latter city during a period of
anti-Protestant turmoil which forced John Calvin to flee France. Ignatius and a few followers bound
themselves by vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience. In 1539, they formed the Society of Jesus, approved
in 1540 by Pope Paul III, as well as his Spiritual Exercises approved in 1548. Loyola also composed the
Constitutions of the Society. He died in July 1556, was beatified by Pope Paul V in 1609, canonized by Pope
Gregory XV in 1622, and declared patron of all spiritual retreats by Pope Pius XI in 1922. The Spiritual
Exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola, written from 1522-1524, are a brief set of Christian meditations, prayers
and mental exercises, divided in four thematic 'weeks' of variable length, designed to be carried out over a
period of 28 to 30 days. They were composed with the intention of helping the retreatant to discern Jesus in
his life, leading then to a personal commitment to follow it. Though the underlying spiritual outlook is
Catholic, the exercises are often made nowadays by non-Catholics. The 'Spiritual Exercises' booklet was
formally approved in 1548 by Paul III.
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From reader reviews:

Teressa Fernandez:

Here thing why this specific The Spiritual Exercises are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking
at a book is good however it depends in the content from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not.
The Spiritual Exercises giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any publication out
there but there is no e-book that similar with The Spiritual Exercises. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its
open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home by train.
If you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Spiritual Exercises in e-
book can be your alternative.

Tracy Painter:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This The Spiritual Exercises book is readable by you who hate the perfect word
style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving even
decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer involving The Spiritual Exercises content
conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles
but it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The Spiritual Exercises is not loveable to
be your top record reading book?

Melvin Smith:

The reason? Because this The Spiritual Exercises is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting
for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was
fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits than the
other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to
hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Latoya Palos:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra The Spiritual Exercises.
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