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Multiculturalism and the Palitics of Guilt extends Paul Gottfried's examination of Western managerial
government’ s growth in the last third of the twentieth century. Linking multiculturalism to a distinctive
political and religious context, the book argues that welfare-state democracy, unlike bourgeois liberalism,
has rejected the once conventional distinction between government and civil society.

Gottfried argues that the West' s relentl ess cel ebrations of diversity have resulted in the downgrading
of the once dominant Western culture. The moral rationale of government has become the consciousness-
raising of a presumed majority population. While welfare states continue to provide entitlements and fulfill
the other material programs of older welfare regimes, they have ceased to make qualitative leapsin the
direction of socia democracy. For the new political elite, nationalization and income redistributions have
become less significant than controlling the speech and thought of democratic citizens. An escalating
hostility toward the bourgeois Christian past, explicit or at least implicit in the policies undertaken by the
West and urged by the media, is characteristic of what Gottfried labels an emerging “therapeutic” state.

For Gottfried, acceptance of an intrusive political correctness has transformed the religious consciousness of
Western, particularly Protestant, society. The casting of “true” Christianity asareligion of sensitivity only
toward victims has created a precondition for extensive social engineering. Gottfried examines late-
twentieth-century liberal Christianity as the promoter of the politics of guilt. Metaphysical guilt has been
transformed into self-abasement in relation to the “ suffering just” identified with racial, cultural, and lifestyle
minorities. Unlike earlier proponents of religious liberalism, the therapeutic statists oppose anything,
including empirical knowledge, that impedes the expression of social and cultural guilt in an effort to raise
the self-esteem of designated victims.

Equally troubling to Gottfried is the growth of an American empire that is influencing European
values and fashions. Europeans have begun, he says, to embrace the multicultural movement that originated
with American liberal Protestantism’s emphasis on diversity as essential for democracy. He sees Europeans
bringing authoritarian zeal to enforcing ideas and behavior imported from the United States.

Multiculturalism and the Palitics of Guilt extends the arguments of the author’s earlier After
Liberalism. Whether one challenges or supports Gottfried’s conclusions, all will profit from a careful reading
of thislatest diagnosis of the American condition.
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From reader reviews:
Tamika Sheppard:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the e-book untitled Multiculturalism and the Politics of Guilt: Toward a Secular
Theocracy can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Nancy Nault:

Aswe know that book isimportant thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This publication Multiculturalism and the Politics of Guilt: Toward a Secular Theocracy
was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of
abook, you can truly feel enjoy to read areserve. In the modern eralike at this point, many ways to get book
you wanted.

Paula Royce:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be ableto reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or
rea their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful pics
on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. Aswe know that on this
age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore,
this Multiculturalism and the Politics of Guilt: Toward a Secular Theocracy can make you experience more
interested to read.

Harrison Colon:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individua has different hobby. So you
know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is very
important and also book asto be the factor. Book isimportant thing to provide you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. Y ou will find good news or update with regards to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra Multiculturalism
and the Palitics of Guilt: Toward a Secular Theocracy.
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