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This biography tells the story of one of the most notorious figures in the history of popular music, Morris
Levy (1927–1990). At age nineteen, he cofounded the nightclub Birdland in Hell’s Kitchen, which became
the home for a new musical style, bebop. Levy operated one of the first integrated clubs on Broadway and
helped build the careers of Dizzy Gillespie and Bud Powell and most notably aided the reemergence of
Count Basie. In 1957, he founded a record label, Roulette Records. Roulette featured many of the significant
jazz artists who played Birdland but also scored top pop hits with acts like Buddy Knox, Frankie Lymon and
the Teenagers, Joey Dee and the Starliters, and, in the mid-1960s, Tommy James.

Stories abound of Levy threatening artists, songwriters, and producers, sometimes just for the sport, other
times so he could continue to build his empire. Along the way, Levy attracted “investors” with ties to the
Mafia, including Dominic Ciaffone (a.k.a. “Swats” Mulligan), Tommy Eboli, and the most notorious of them
all, Vincent Gigante. Gigante allegedly owned large pieces of Levy’s recording and retail businesses.

Starting in the late 1950s, the FBI and IRS investigated Levy but could not make anything stick until the
early 1980s, when Levy foolishly got involved in a deal to sell remaindered records to a small-time reseller,
John LaMonte. With partners in the mob, Levy tried to force LaMonte to pay for four million remaindered
records. When the FBI secretly wiretapped LaMonte in an unrelated investigation and agents learned about
the deal, investigators successfully prosecuted Levy in the extortion scheme. Convicted in 1988, Levy did
not live to serve prison time. Stricken with cancer, he died just as his last appeals were exhausted. However,
even if he had lived, Levy’s brand of storied high life was effectively bust. Corporate ownership of record
labels doomed most independents in the business, ending the days when a savvy if ruthless hustler could
blaze a path to the top.
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From reader reviews:

Henry Reavis:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this Godfather of the Music
Business: Morris Levy (American Made Music Series) book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Patricia Koop:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Godfather of the
Music Business: Morris Levy (American Made Music Series) suitable to you? The actual book was written
by famous writer in this era. The book untitled Godfather of the Music Business: Morris Levy (American
Made Music Series)is a single of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired
lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know before.
The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of
this publication. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you to
see the represented of the world on this book.

Gloria Wells:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be Godfather of the Music Business: Morris Levy (American
Made Music Series) why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Nancy Page:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere?
It all right you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like
Godfather of the Music Business: Morris Levy (American Made Music Series) which is keeping the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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