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From Publishers Weekly The story of the suppression of polytheistic religions in the ancient world by the
ever more powerful monotheistic religions is well known. Kirsch (The Harlot by the Side of the Road) offers
his own version of this oft-told tale in a lively and engaging chronicle. Although many scholars point to
Israel as the fount of monotheism, Kirsch shows that the earliest impulses toward monotheism can be found
in Egypt with pharaoh Akhenaton's attempt to move the nation to the worship of one god. This Egyptian
likely influenced Moses, according to Kirsch, and much of the history of early Israel is the history of the
worship of one god emerging out of the worship of many gods. Monotheism gained momentum with the
development of Christianity and was codified under Constantine. His son Julian strove to return polytheism
to the scene by issuing edicts of toleration concerning polytheistic religious customs, but Julian's successor
Theodosius I restored monotheism as the official practice of the Empire. Kirsch helpfully points out that the
conflict between the worship of many gods and the worship of one true god never disappeared from the lives
of Israelites, Jews, or Christians, in spite of many historians' claims to the contrary. In addition, Kirsch
observes that monotheistic religions have too often used the worship of one god as a way to persecute those
who do not share similar beliefs. While Kirsch breaks no new ground, he demonstrates clearly the ways in
which this conflict gave rise to the tensions that exist even within monotheistic religions today. Copyright ©
Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This text refers to an out of
print or unavailable edition of this title.
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From reader reviews:

Joe Bell:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it
is known to us that book is very important usually. The book God Against The Gods - History Of The War
Between Monotheism And Polytheism seemed to be making you to know about other understanding and of
course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication God
Against The Gods - History Of The War Between Monotheism And Polytheism is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can
spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book God Against
The Gods - History Of The War Between Monotheism And Polytheism. You never truly feel lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

Robert Monson:

Often the book God Against The Gods - History Of The War Between Monotheism And Polytheism has a lot
info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the
very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Millard Espinoza:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love God Against The
Gods - History Of The War Between Monotheism And Polytheism, you can enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind
hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

John Yates:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source this filled
update of news. In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just searching for the God Against The Gods - History Of The War Between Monotheism And Polytheism
when you desired it?
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