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François Cusset, author of the acclaimed book French Theory, investigates the queering of the French
literary canon by American writers and scholars in this thought-provoking and free-minded journey across
six centuries of literary classics and sexual polemics.

Cusset presents the foundations and rationale for American queer theory, the field of study established in the
1990s and promulgated by writers and scholars such as Judith Butler, Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick, and Michael
Warner (in the wake of Michel Foucault), which challenges a supposed "heteronormative" ideology in our
culture. He provides an overview of their reinterpretation of the French literary canon from a queer
perspective, then deliberately goes further, confronting that same canon with a lively form of general
suspicion—seeking gender trouble and sexual ambiguities in the most unexpected corners of French literary
classics, in which macho heroes turn out to be homosocial melancholics and the most seemingly submissive
housewives are great vanguards of lesbian liberation.

Cusset's survey includes medieval and Renaissance literature, works from the Age of Enlightenment,
nineteenth-century avant-gardists such as Charles Baudelaire and Honoré de Balzac, and twentieth-century
modernists such as Marcel Proust and Jean Genet.

Bold in its themes and propositions, The Inverted Gaze (a translation of the book Queer Critics) is an
extraordinary work about French literature and American queer politics by one of France's biggest
intellectual stars.

François Cusset is a professor of American studies at the University of Paris. He is the author of numerous
books including French Theory (2008).

David Homel is an award-winning translator and writer who lives in Montreal, Quebec.
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From reader reviews:

Carroll Torres:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Inverted Gaze: Queering the
French Literary Classics in America is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Michael Rodiguez:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Inverted Gaze: Queering the French Literary Classics in America
book is readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange
for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you.
The writer regarding The Inverted Gaze: Queering the French Literary Classics in America content conveys
prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written
content but it just different as it. So , do you still thinking The Inverted Gaze: Queering the French Literary
Classics in America is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Ronald Stauffer:

This The Inverted Gaze: Queering the French Literary Classics in America are usually reliable for you who
want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Inverted Gaze: Queering
the French Literary Classics in America can be one of several great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple reading through food but feed you actually with information that possibly will shock
your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Inverted Gaze: Queering the French
Literary Classics in America forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary,
giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel
in reading.

Nancy Thornton:

Beside this specific The Inverted Gaze: Queering the French Literary Classics in America in your phone, it
may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you
might got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in
narrow community. It is good thing to have The Inverted Gaze: Queering the French Literary Classics in
America because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but
you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable



set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find
this book and read it from currently!
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