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Over the latter half of the twentieth century, the Guatemalan state slaughtered more than two hundred
thousand of its citizens. In the wake of this violence, a vibrant pan-Mayan movement has emerged, one that
is challenging Ladino (non-indigenous) notions of citizenship and national identity. In The Blood of
Guatemala Greg Grandin locates the origins of this ethnic resurgence within the social processes of
eighteenth- and nineteenth-century state formation rather than in the ruins of the national project of recent
decades.
Focusing on Mayan elites in the community of Quetzaltenango, Grandin shows how their efforts to maintain
authority over the indigenous population and secure political power in relation to non-Indians played a
crucial role in the formation of the Guatemalan nation. To explore the close connection between nationalism,
state power, ethnic identity, and political violence, Grandin draws on sources as diverse as photographs,
public rituals, oral testimony, literature, and a collection of previously untapped documents written during
the nineteenth century. He explains how the cultural anxiety brought about by Guatemala’s transition to
coffee capitalism during this period led Mayan patriarchs to develop understandings of race and nation that
were contrary to Ladino notions of assimilation and progress. This alternative national vision, however,
could not take hold in a country plagued by class and ethnic divisions. In the years prior to the 1954 coup,
class conflict became impossible to contain as the elites violently opposed land claims made by indigenous
peasants.
This “history of power” reconsiders the way scholars understand the history of Guatemala and will be
relevant to those studying nation building and indigenous communities across Latin America.
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From reader reviews:

Christine McClellan:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
simply because just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of The Blood of Guatemala: A
History of Race and Nation (Latin America Otherwise) to read.

Alysha Johnson:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this
The Blood of Guatemala: A History of Race and Nation (Latin America Otherwise).

Alan Castorena:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The The
Blood of Guatemala: A History of Race and Nation (Latin America Otherwise) will give you new experience
in reading a book.

Elaine Harvey:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Blood of Guatemala: A History of
Race and Nation (Latin America Otherwise) can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know.
You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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