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As one of the country's most outspoken critics of standards and testing, and a former inner-city teacher,
Susan Ohanian is no stranger to the "f" word: failure. She often referred to it in her best-seller, One Size Fits
Few, to point out "the folly of educational standards." And now, in her follow-up book, Caught in the
Middle, it's the fulcrum upon which she dares to reveal what schools are really like when nonstandard kids
and a standardized curriculum collide in the classroom.

Offering both a warning and a clarion to teachers everywhere-Susan tells an insider's story of living day in
and day out with students who are not likely to succeed in a world with only one definition of success. In the
first of a series of heart-wrenching and heroic portraits, you'll meet twelve-year-old Sylvia ("Nobody messes
with Sylvia"), who is failing all her courses but, somehow, teams up with the author in a bizarre mutual-aid
arrangement. Next, one by one, you'll get to know Anita (sweet, compliant, and then pregnant) . . . Jimmy
(who discovers fairy tales ten years after all his peers did) . . . Tiffany (unkempt, unwashed, whiny, and then
suddenly transformed into the proud owner of words when introduced to a thesaurus) . . . Jean (teller of tall
tales, including a whopper Susan fell for) . . . Clarice (the most polite kid in school, but with a locker
bursting with stolen goods) . . . and Arnold ("certifiably crazy," but who is always promoted because nobody
wanted him to stay another year).

Although admitting to failure, Caught in the Middle is not a downer. Hope shines through, and it comes, not
from political initiatives or even from wonderful programs, but from individual interactions between teacher
and students; it comes from matters of the heart.

 Visit www.susanohanian.org
Visit Susan Ohanian online for a wealth of information on education issues and to learn more about her.
You'll find commentary, cartoons, letters, resources, quotes and a word of the day offering children a
provocative way to increase their vocabulary.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Wilkerson:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Caught in the
Middle: Nonstandard Kids and a Killing Curriculum? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Jenni Roberts:

Typically the book Caught in the Middle: Nonstandard Kids and a Killing Curriculum will bring someone to
the new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event
you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Caught in the Middle:
Nonstandard Kids and a Killing Curriculum is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-
book in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Dianna Chrisman:

This Caught in the Middle: Nonstandard Kids and a Killing Curriculum is great reserve for you because the
content which can be full of information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can claim
no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
beautiful delivering sentences. Having Caught in the Middle: Nonstandard Kids and a Killing Curriculum in
your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that
no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , this can be
good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Dennis Gaines:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Caught in the Middle: Nonstandard Kids
and a Killing Curriculum which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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