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In 2014, the US marks the 50th anniversary of the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, the basis for the Johnson
administration’s escalation of American military involvement in Southeast Asia and war against North
Vietnam. Vietnam War Slang outlines the context behind the slang used by members of the United States
Armed Forces during the Vietnam War.

Troops facing and inflicting death display a high degree of linguistic creativity. Vietnam was the last
American war fought by an army with conscripts, and their involuntary participation in the war added a
dimension to the language. War has always been an incubator for slang; it is brutal, and brutality demands a
vocabulary to describe what we don’t encounter in peacetime civilian life. Furthermore, such language
serves to create an intense bond between comrades in the armed forces, helping them to support the heavy
burdens of war.

The troops in Vietnam faced the usual demands of war, as well as several that were unique to Vietnam – a
murky political basis for the war, widespread corruption in the ruling government, untraditional guerilla
warfare, an unpredictable civilian population in Vietnam, and a growing lack of popular support for the war
back in the US. For all these reasons, the language of those who fought in Vietnam was a vivid reflection of
life in wartime.

Vietnam War Slang lays out the definitive record of the lexicon of Americans who fought in the Vietnam
War. Assuming no prior knowledge, it presents around 2000 headwords, with each entry divided into
sections giving parts of speech, definitions, glosses, the countries of origin, dates of earliest known citations,
and citations. It will be an essential resource for Vietnam veterans and their families, students and readers of
history, and anyone interested in the principles underpinning the development of slang.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Clark:

The reserve with title Vietnam War Slang: A Dictionary on Historical Principles has lot of information that
you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new information the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in
new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.

Gaye Lewis:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Vietnam War Slang: A Dictionary on
Historical Principles reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that
may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism Vietnam War
Slang: A Dictionary on Historical Principles as good book not only by the cover but also from the content.
This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth
sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to an additional sixth sense.

Jason Caldwell:

This Vietnam War Slang: A Dictionary on Historical Principles is great e-book for you because the content
that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only
will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having Vietnam War Slang: A Dictionary on Historical Principles in your hand like finding the world in
your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or
fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy
do you still doubt which?

Mitchell Wilder:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Vietnam War Slang: A Dictionary on Historical
Principles can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have matter that they
don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to
get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more
than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have Vietnam War Slang: A Dictionary



on Historical Principles.
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