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The Odyssey recounts the adventures of Odysseus on his way home to Ithaca after the Trojan War.

Although originally written in heroic verse, it has been called the first novel because of its exciting use of
narrative and the effective use of flashbacks to heighten the dramatic action. While The Iliad is a collection
of mythical material that grew up about an event that seems actually to have occurred toward the end of the
Mycenean era, The Odyssey is largely a collection of folk tales, many of which are easily recognizable in
the legends of other lands.

We know very little about the author of The Odyssey. Scholars disagree on when Homer lived or when he
might have written his works. No one, however, disputes the fact that The Odyssey arose from oral tradition.
Stock phrases, types of episodes, and repeated phrases -- such as early, rose-fingered dawn -- bear the mark
of epic storytelling. Scholars agree, too, that this tale of the Greek hero Odysseus's journey and adventures as
he returned home from Troy to Ithaca is a work of the greatest historical significance and, indeed, one of the
foundations of Western literature.

Image gallery includes:

Greek text of The Odyssey's opening passage
Charles Gleyre, Odysseus and Nausicaä
Odysseus Overcome by Demodocus' Song, by Francesco Hayez, 1813–15
Odysseus and the Sirens, eponymous vase of the Siren Painter, ca. 480-470 BC
Calypso receiving Telemachus and Mentor in the Grotto by William Hamilton
Hermes Ingenui. Roman copy of the 2nd century BC after a Greek original of the 5th century BC.
Pentheus torn apart by Agave and Ino. Attic red-figure lekanis
Odysseus and Nausicaä, by Charles Gleyre
Nausicaa, Frederic Leighton
Odysseus and Penelope by Francesco Primaticcio
Telemachus departing from Nestor, painting by Henry Howard
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From reader reviews:

Karen Wilson:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question
due to the fact just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific The Odyssey (Illustrated) to
read.

Candace Arroyo:

Here thing why that The Odyssey (Illustrated) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a
book is good however it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delightful as food or not.
The Odyssey (Illustrated) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there
but there is no reserve that similar with The Odyssey (Illustrated). It gives you thrill examining journey, its
open up your personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is possibly can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by train.
If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Odyssey (Illustrated) in e-
book can be your choice.

Lee Wing:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Odyssey (Illustrated) as the daily resource
information.

Rachel Wessels:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline The Odyssey
(Illustrated) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book
untitled The Odyssey (Illustrated)is the main of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book
was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you
ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To
help you to see the represented of the world in this book.
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