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A rollicking narrative history of Monte Carlo, capturing its nineteenth-century rise as the world’s first
modern casino-resort and its Jazz Age heyday as infamous playground of the rich.

Monte Carlo has long been known as a dazzling playground for the rich and famous. Less well known are
the shrewd and often ruthless strategies that went into creating such a potent symbol of luxury and
cosmopolitan glamour. As historian Mark Braude reveals in his entertaining and informative Making Monte
Carlo, the world’s first modern casino-resort started as an unlikely prospect—with the legalization of
gambling in tiny Monaco in 1855—and eventually emerged as the most glamorous gambling destination of
the Victorian era. The resort declined in the wake of WWI, and was reinvented, again, to suit the styles and
desires of the new Jazz Age tastemakers, such as F. Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald, Gerald and Sarah Murphy,
and Coco Chanel.

Along the way, we encounter a colorful cast of characters, including the fast-talking Francois Blanc (a
professional gambler, stock market manipulator, and founder of Monte Carlo); Basil Zaharoff (notorious
munitions dealer and possible secret owner of the casino in the 1920s); Elsa Maxwell (a brash society figure
and Hollywood maven, hired as the casino’s publicist); Réné Léon (a visionary Jewish businessman, who
revitalized the resort after WWI); Jean Cocteau, Pablo Picasso, and other satellite members of Serge
Diaghilev’s Ballet Russes dance company; as well as Cole Porter, Ernest Hemingway and other American
expats who ‘colonized’ the Riviera in the 1920s.

A rollercoaster history of how a small, rural town grew into the prosperous resort epicenter of the late
nineteenth century and rose again to greatness out of the ashes of WWI, Making Monte Carlo is a classic
rags-to-riches tale set in the most scenic of European settings.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Glass:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Making Monte Carlo: A History of Speculation and Spectacle.

Edward Gilbert:

The book Making Monte Carlo: A History of Speculation and Spectacle can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book Making Monte
Carlo: A History of Speculation and Spectacle? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But
one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of
these. Book Making Monte Carlo: A History of Speculation and Spectacle has simple shape but the truth is
know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by open and read a guide.
So it is very wonderful.

Anthony Lucas:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you is you don't
know what kind you should start with. This Making Monte Carlo: A History of Speculation and Spectacle is
our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Joseph Dolezal:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Making Monte
Carlo: A History of Speculation and Spectacle suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-
known writer in this era. The book untitled Making Monte Carlo: A History of Speculation and Spectacleis
the main one of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and women in the
world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book.
This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the
world on this book.
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